Mitch, 

First: Please take the blue recycle bin out to the street on Aug 27 for pick-up early in the morning of Aug 28. It should be put closest to the road of all the other trash containers. Recycle is collected only once every 2 weeks. 

New Information: We have a UCSB student who will check to see if the watering system is off early in the mornings on Tuesday and Saturday (the two days that the water goes on automatically). His name is Matt, and his phone number is 729-8578. You two may need to synchronize if there are any problems related to the watering. 

Matt needs to use the 1-gallon watering can that we will leave on the front porch area—so he can water the palms and other plants that are not on the automatic watering system. So please do not remove the watering can from the front door area. 

We really like the plumber – David Brown – who you called 2 weeks ago. If you have future problems with the watering system, please call him (at 966-6517). 

The first three items are top priority: 

1) Try hard to trap moles and poison gophers. Keep an eye out for both of these problems a couple times a week. 

2) Pull the weeds that are growing up in many sectors of the flat ground around the house—along with the biggest weeds that are growing in the ground cover on the south slope (going up to the Via Esperanza road. 

3) As you get the weeds in the flat areas of our property under control, begin to focus more on pulling the weeds that grow on the slope south of the house (on the ocean side of the property). There are lots of weeds there, so pull the big ones first and then focus more on the smaller ones. You cannot get this area to be perfect, but we want you to keep the more problematic weeds under control. There are some “pretty looking plants” in this area that can grow into big trees, so try to recognize these, with dark green leaves similar to the giant bushes that grow along the roadway and drop lots of seeds each spring. 

BE SURE, as you do project #3 that you do not create paths along the steep bank by using the same pathway so much that it kills the plants along that path. 
4) Wash more of the patio tiles. Seal the tiles after you have washed them. Janice has bought more sealer. If you want to work in the cool inside the house on the inside floor tiles, vacuum and wash the floors—and clean the scuff marks off the floors before you apply the polish that Janice has purchased. 

5) Trim back the bushes that grow close to the wall in front of the kitchen window. Try to give them a nice rectilinear linear shape: Close to the wall as you can on the front -- and flat on top. 

6) Cut back the dead flower heads on the “Agapantha” flowers (which you see on the south side of the driveway AND on the steep slope between the house and Via Esperanza (the road south of our house). Try not to create pathways with your feet as you walk around that slope (and other areas). Walking in the same path over and over tends to kill the small plants. 

7) Try to make the trumpet vines in front of the garage look good. There are 4 of them that come down the sides of the 3 garage doors. If we call them 1, 2, 3 and 4 (going from the mountain side to the ocean side), I have tried to start cleaning up “number 2,” taking out many of the dead stems and training the new stems to be close to the wall. This is a project you can work on little by little as a break from other tasks. But it is a low priority project. 

8) Keep trimming the palm trees with the pole saw. Get out all the bad looking palm fronds. Don’t attempt to climb too high up in doing this project. 

9) Thin the ficus tree and shape it (roughly into a ball shape). It is the tree that grows behind the entrance wall, opposite of where you park. 

10) Check the sprinkling system and fix all the problems. Do the system around the house first, then check the north slope, down below the house on the mountain side. Check to be sure it is off 
11) On Monday afternoon, pull the trash-cans out to be near the street so the trash-man can pick them up on Tuesday morning. 

We have discovered a new way to determine if the automatic (computer-driven) watering system is off or accidentally running when it should not be. You can listen to the plumbing that is in the foreground in the outside corner between the house and the garage (see the diagram). If you can hear water running in the pipes, you know that the landscape watering system is on. Ask yourself if it should be on at that time. We usually start watering around 3:00 am and the water is usually off by 7:00. 
OUTSIDE

1) Spend quite a few hours outside working on the details of the front yard and East yard.  a) The gophers have been pushing up the soil and damaging many of the plants. Try to push down their mounds and nurture the plants into their correct locations (neither to high nor too low relative to the ground level); and water them, too. b) Some other kind of animal is digging up the newly planted thyme plants at the East end of the yard. Please replant and water any damaged plants -- and check each day to see if there is new damage. c) On both Monday and Friday, weed out the grass and other weeds from the front yard and East yard. 

2) On Monday afternoon, pull the trash cans out to be near the street to the trashman can pick them up on Thursday morning. 

INSIDE
1) Finish up in the family room, doing any detailing, cleaning up around the area where the key-boards belong, washing the plastic sheet that goes on the floor under the chair for playing the key-board. 

2) Hang the pictures and curtains in the family room. 

3) Fill the cracks around the beams in the office, then paint the ceiling white and the walls yellow (from the largest full yellow paint can). Be careful not to get crack filling compound onto the computers (by covering them well before you start to fill and sand). Thanks. 

4) Finish the ceiling in the dining room. 

5) If you have time: Continue to clean the garage and organize things. Then paint the walls.




Matt, 

1) We would like you to check our automatic sprinkling and drip system on Saturday mornings—on the following days: 

August 6 and 13, 

and September 3 and 10. 

We will have the sprinkling and drip system turn ON automatically each Saturday morning while we are gone. The last station should turn off around 9:00 or 10:00 am on Saturday mornings. You can check to see if everything turns off by walking all the way around the house and then checking out the field on the north (mountain) side of the house after 9:00 or 10:00. You should find that all the watering units are OFF by then. 

IF any of the watering stations is still ON, you need to turn to page 2 and read the instructions for dealing with that problem. 

It would be great if you could wash the tile floor on the first floor of the house, especially where they get the most traffic (and not under the rugs). After washing, please apply the sealer and then the wax. 

Once a month, turn the water computer to manual, enter the numbers 17 and 18, press the ON button and see if we have any blown out emitters or broken tubing down on the north slope (mountain side). Take the yellow tool kit with you, since it has the parts needed to make repairs. Be sure to turn the water computer back to AUTOMATIC once you have finished your checks of areas 17 and 18. (Area 17 is furthest down the hill, and area 18 is higher up the hill.) 

