Sept 3, 2002

Matt, 

We have tried to think of the best things for you to do this week. But use your best judgment. If you think of things that need to be done (that are not on our list), do them. We have come up with more things (below) than you do in your time, so don’t worry if you do not get them all done. Think of them as the things you can work on during the coming days. 

1) Go down to the north field (facing the mountains, and below the main pad) and drag dead trees and branches down to any of the corners of the property and dump them under the big oak trees where we are letting branches bio-decompose. 

2) Weed the tall and ugly grasses that are invading our property in at least three locations. (1) On the slope, just south of the lion’s head fountain that you see when you park your truck. (2) On slope that continues on the backside of the lion’s head fountain. (3) On the north side of the garage where the level part of our land drops off onto the slope going down to the field below. 

3) Look at our map and find Area A in the field below our house (and just east of the big oak tree). The dark green bushes that you planted last year are being crowded by the light green and yellow-green “aptemia” plants. Notice how John has been pulling back the aptemia to give the dark green bushes more space (and more water by removing the aptemia from the competition for water). Please continue to uproot the aptemia and let it die. 

4) Also on the north slope (further down and to the west) you will find some 2-4 foot tall oleander bushes that are infected with scale insects (or something like scale). Mix up a container of Malathion and spray these bushes a couple of times to see if you can kill the scale. While you have the Malathion spray up and ready, look around the trumpet flowers (on the garage) and other places in the front yard for white-fly infestations; and spray the white flies.  

5) Water all the plants on the patios and front porch at least once (and twice if it is very hot). See the separate page of instructions for the watering jobs. 

6) Cut down any yellow and dying palm fronds from the tall and the short palm trees, and cut them up using the circular saw that is in the garage (inside the white cabinet that is just left of the driver’s door of the T-bird). Use protective goggles, too, please.  

7) Weed the Periwinkle plants that have gotten into the wrong places on the north side of the house. Periwinkle is the plant that we have intentionally planted on the south side of the driveway. We think of it as a weed when it is growing among the plants on the north side of the house. One bad area is west of the steps that go down around the rock wall at the east end of the north side. Another bad area is just north of the garage, under the pink Bougainvillea plants. 

8) Cut the dead flower heads off of the agapantha plants that are on the steep slope south of and above our house. 

9) Trim the dead leaves out of the two big-birds of paradise plants, marked B and C on the map (and highlighted in yellow). 

10) Get the gophers on the north slope whenever you see fresh evidence that guides you to them. Also, watch for gopher activity along the north side of our patios around the house (in the thyme plants west of the west patio and east of the east patio). 

11) Put some snail poison on the aptemia that is growing around the super tall palm trees just east of the glass doors that come out of our TV and music room. 

1) Spend quite a few hours outside working on the details of the front yard and East yard.  a) The gophers have been pushing up the soil and damaging many of the plants. Try to push down their mounds and nurture the plants into their correct locations (neither to high nor too low relative to the ground level); and water them, too. b) Some other kind of animal is digging up the newly planted thyme plants at the East end of the yard. Please replant and water any damaged plants -- and check each day to see if there is new damage. c) On both Monday and Friday, weed out the grass and other weeds from the front yard and East yard. 

2) On Wednesday afternoon, pull the trash cans out to be near the street to the trashman can pick them up on Thursday morning. 

3) Do the normal weeding and gopher poisoning. 

INSIDE
1) Finish up in the family room, doing any detailing, cleaning up around the area where the key-boards belong, washing the plastic sheet that goes on the floor under the chair for playing the key-board. 

2) Hang the pictures and curtains in the family room. 

3) Fill the cracks around the beams in the office, then paint the ceiling white and the walls yellow (from the largest full yellow paint can). Be careful not to get crack filling compound onto the computers (by covering them well before you start to fill and sand). Thanks. 

4) Finish the ceiling in the dining room. 

5) If you have time: Continue to clean the garage and organize things. Then paint the walls.




Matt, 

1) We would like you to check our automatic sprinkling and drip system on Saturday mornings—on the following days: 

August 6 and 13, 
and September 3 and 10. 
We will have the sprinkling and drip system turn ON automatically each Saturday morning while we are gone. The last station should turn off around 9:00 or 10:00 am on Saturday mornings. You can check to see if everything turns off by walking all the way around the house and then checking out the field on the north (mountain) side of the house after 9:00 or 10:00. You should find that all the watering units are OFF by then. 

IF any of the watering stations is still ON, you need to turn to page 2 and read the instructions for dealing with that problem. 

It would be great if you could wash the tile floor on the first floor of the house, especially where they get the most traffic (and not under the rugs). After washing, please apply the sealer and then the wax. 

Once a month, turn the water computer to manual, enter the numbers 17 and 18, press the ON button and see if we have any blown out emitters or broken tubing down on the north slope (mountain side). Take the yellow tool kit with you, since it has the parts needed to make repairs. Be sure to turn the water computer back to AUTOMATIC once you have finished your checks of areas 17 and 18. (Area 17 is furthest down the hill, and area 18 is higher up the hill.) 
