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Idyllwild

We created a 4 day vacation at Martim Luther King Day and went to Idyllwild to hike. We had never hiked there in January because there is usually too much snow then. But this year the snow is quite limited and we had some great vistas, especially the brilliant red sunsets seen while coming down the mountains near the end of the day. Nature is amazingly beautiful!

Description of 152B

 

Grades in 152B are less dependent on tests than in 152A, and many of the students who get in tell us that it is easier than 152A. There is one MCQ midterm and one MCQ final (which is NOT cumulative, but only covers the second half of the course). 

There is a 7 page paper due around week 8, and we give clear instructions on the way to earn an "A" on the paper (since we do not like to read sloppy papers). 

Attendance is key to making a small seminar-type class work, so there is only one unexcused absence. Attendance is a big chunk of your total grade. 

We will read a textbook that is different from the one in 152A, and each day we will have discussions of a specific part of the readings. The discussions are the heart of the course, and students love to talk about sex and relationships. This is especially true when you are in a class of 18 students who earned very high grades in 152A. The discussions are of the highest quality and amazingly interesting and educational. Janice and I do not lecture. The class is for and by the students, and I think you will love it. 

The course earns very high course evaluations from the students!

Best,


john

 Carl, 

Janice just found your beautiful letter of Dec 15--along with the beautiful card of Half Dome in winter--in a big stack of holiday cards and mail that had gotten separated from the rest. 

We were both blown away to read your long letter. Thanks for helping us catch up with your life. It sounds like you have family scattered all about, and it is wonderful that you have been able to visit with them. And of course, we would be very happy if you could visit with us. It would be wonderful to catch up in person. 

We are happy that Melinda is going to help prepare Paulette's book and that you are going to subsidize its publication. We hope to be able to read it--when the time is right. 

Yes, slide rules were a long time ago (though I still pull mine out for some types of calculations). I have no idea if memorizing the music we did in the day will help with old age. One study of Alzheimer's in old nuns suggests that it might. The researcher found the written records of the nuns when they applied to the nunnery. Those who wrote the most complex sentences and showed other signs of verbal skill were least likely to have early onset of Alzheimer's syndrome. Not exactly music, but only a few steps away. 

I like your summary: We did have a reciprocally stimulating and rewarding friendship, and that is wonderful! The following is a story from our recent trip to Tucson: 

We had a wonderful break, hiking in the tall mountains around Tucson. A storm came through a couple of days before Christmas, leaving snow on the top of the mountains. The house we had rented faced directly toward the mountains and we woke up in a winter wonderland on two mornings. On the second of these two days, we hiked up almost to the snow line on a memorably beautiful trail--though no one else was on the trail and we had the whole thing completely to ourselves. We sat down near the top of our hike to eat and fully enjoyed looking at the snow. Janice said that this was a charmed day, a "once in a lifetime experience" to be on that trail with the snow. Just us and beauty. 

At dinner, we were sitting close and talking gently to keep out the noise of the room. After eating, we received free glasses of wine from someone in the restaurant. When we asked the waiter who gave us the wine, she pointed to a woman on the far side of the room. We waved and she came over. She had lost her husband several years ago and was touched by the gentle way we were sitting close together, talking and touching. She wished "angles" for us. Another "once in a lifetime experience." 

As you can see, life is going well for us. We are off for 4 days of hiking in Palm Springs before the new quarter begins on Monday, January 6. 

So Happy New Year. We are looking forward to seeing you when possible. 

With big hugs and Ethoanistic smiles!








john and janice

152A:::       Crash 

Come to class on day #1 and sign the crash list on that day. There is a very good chance you can get an add code by the 2nd or 3rd day of class. 


Sincerely,



john

142, fall of ‘12

You can enroll in Soc 142 with the Enroll code of 43661 and the approval code of 4QQP

Class is MWF at 11:00 in Buch 1940. 

Best,


john

142 and 185P:::       “Crash List” no longer used. 

, 

I used to keep a wait list for people who wanted to reserve approval codes. However, only 10% of students (on average) showed up after all the e-mailing and list building. Checking the written wait list with the crash list from day #1 turned out to be a giant paperwork hassle. Therefore, I decided to use a much simpler method: Namely…

Come to class on day #1 and sign the crash list. I will hand out add slips to as many students as possible on the second or third days of class. I hope you understand.

Sincerely, 


john

152C:::       
Janice and I are happy that you would like to be in Soc 152C next quarter. Does Monday from 4-5 fit into your schedule? Do you have any questions about the class. Should I count you as "definitely in"? I hope so. 


Sincerely,



john

Grade errors
Look on Gauchospace to be sure your grades were recorded and calculated correctly. Let me know if there is an error. 



john

No letters of rec without 2 “A” grades.
Sorry, but I have a long standing policy that students must have earned an "A" grade, and last year I changed it to 2 "A" grades, since I am asked to write so many letters. 


john

142            “I was in Yosemite.”
,
Sorry to be getting back to you so late, but I have been hiking in Yosemite during the time since the last final exam of spring quarter. This is the soonest I could be back to you. 
Sincerely, 


john



152A, Gold messed up on 38 grades
Gold messed up on 38 grades, and you received the wrong grade for Soc 152A during December, and our graders just recently discovered the errors. Just remember that for every student who gets unhappy news, there is a student who is receiving happy news.

Sorry,


john

176D, spring 2010
167D is full. 


Sorry,



john

Tanya, 

You are too far down the wait list to be able to get into the Sociology of Drugs; so there is no reason to show up on the first day of class. The classroom is very small and I cannot let everyone in who wants to be in. I hope you understand. 

Sorry,


john

152A final, fall 2009

,

We have you down for 37 points on the final exam. That hurt your total grade significantly. You should go to the TA's office hours (which should be posted by week #2) and ask to see your test. Were the points added up incorrectly? Was one of the questions graded unfairly? We hope there was a simple error that explains things -- and we will fix it if there is.

Hope you had a happy new year.







J&J





re: Soc 152B
, 

You earned a good grade in Soc 152A, but it is below the cut point for getting into 152B. I hope you can understand that we have to limit the number of students in the 152B class to assure that we keep its "small group atmosphere." 

Sorry,


john




Special Final Time, 
I am sorry, but I could not offer such an opportunity to you without offering it to others -- out of a sense of fairness. In a large class, there would be chaos if I did such a thing -- since so many people would want to have various different times for taking the test. 

I hope you understand. 


john




How to study for the final
I will not be asking questions I've asked before on the midterms. 

I recommend that you study all your lecture notes and readings, with a slight emphasis on the last part of the course. Don't spend much time on the things you now well, but focus on the things that are fuzzy and unclear. 

Yes, I could ask about a different part of a subject I've asked about  before. For example, I could ask about the solutions to random sczn, even though I have already asked about the causes.

It is easy to study the lecture material. Look at the outline I gave you. Each topic (such as quality sczn, random sczn and disadvantaged sczn) has several sub-topics under it. Think of each of those sub-topics as a "story," and learn to tell the story of Perry Pre-school Project. Learn to tell the story of Self-Control technique IA, the story of Self-Control technique IB, Self-Control technique II, Self-Control technique III, Self-Control technique IV, etc. The more details you can tell about each story, the better. 

Good luck, 


john
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