								February 26, 2015
Dear Chancellor Yang: 

My wife and I experienced a political protest event yesterday in Campbell Hall (CH), alerting us to a serious risk on our campus, one that must be addressed before it gets out of control. A few paragraphs below, we chronicle CH events that we saw spiral out of control in the many years we have been teaching in that hall. Current events suggest a new rise in political activism on our campus with risks that could lead to considerable legal liabilities in CH.
We invited a world famous guest professor (Dr. Simon LeVay) to speak in our Soc 152A class in CH at 1:00 to 1:50 pm on Wednesday February 25. In the middle of his lecture on the biological roots of homosexuality, two students broke into the hall (through a side door that is supposed to be locked) and created a chaotic interruption, as they began running in the auditorium, disrupting Dr. LeVay’s train of thought and his lecture. He later said that he thought it was an anti-gay protest and was fearful. I was sitting in the second row of audience and was able to chase the two students out of the hall, but the class never quieted down to the level it was before the disruption, and Dr. LeVay’s talk was negatively impacted. 
I caught the two students and they thought there were engaging in acceptable political activism to save the oceans from plastic bags. They freely gave me their names and phone numbers (see Appendix I, below). They never understood that they had harmed our guest lecture on homosexuality and shocked Dr. LeVay (who has written eleven books and taught at Harvard, Stanford and Salk Institute). Dr. LeVay thought the students were protesting against gays. 
Events such as the one today make it difficult to teach in CH. They worried both of us for the rest of the day and they caused us to worry about the vulnerability of CH. (These political intrusions into CH have happened to other teachers in CH this quarter, too.)
What can my wife and I do when CH is invaded and we have little way to control things? We had environmental activists interrupt our class a few days before and I did not have the quickness to repel them that I had today when the famous biologist was speaking on the stage and my wife and I were sitting in the front rows, very close to the intruders. 
If someone wanted to do something truly disruptive in CH, such as shooting into a large number of students, it is easy to discover the vulnerability of that auditorium and how little control a professor can exert to stop a rapid invasion. 
Before 9/11 (2001), my wife and I had numerous bomb threats in CH, especially around test days. After 9/11, the police took a very active role in helping us control such events in CH and the bomb threats stopped. Several years later, we received an email that warned that CH was going to be “gay bombed.” We shared this information with the police and they had a policeman standing in front of CH: For whatever reason, we were not gay bombed. 
Before 9/11 naked streakers used to come into CH naked and disrupt final exams. At first, only 1-2 streakers would disrupt our final exams, but the numbers kept growing over several quarters, until twelve streakers ran through CH. At that time, the campus police began to help us by having a police person standing outside of CH before and during the first half of each final. Finally the streaking stopped. 
If no one stops these kinds of events, they can grow larger as students do copy-cat activities to imitate the students who caused the prior intrusions. Each occurrence shows the student body that people can get away with chaotic behavior in CH.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Yesterday, I called the campus police, told them of the CH events and learned that they cannot do anything other than contact the Dean of Students. Since we have had two such events in the past week, we fear that more will occur, and we do not know how to stop them. Today will be an exam in my CH class, and students have complained in the past about intrusions during exams. Yesterday, by chance, I could respond quickly, but a few days before I was on stage and was caught off guard, unable to think of a response to make. We need help in knowing what to do. 
Not only does it make teaching in CH very hard and emotionally burdensome, it can show large numbers of people the vulnerability of CH for any kind of attack they might want to do on our campus, with 600 to 800 possible victims. You know that other campuses have had attacks with guns that killed innocent students. My wife and I have worried about this during the 35 years that we have taught in CH, and this week has made us even more worried for our students and the campus as a whole. (You may recall the chaos unleashed by a gunman in Isla Vista at end of last spring quarter. Imagine the consequences of having radical groups take advantage of CH as one of our campus’s big vulnerable spots.)
My wife and I cannot take responsibility for the chaotic things that can happen in CH. We need help. If UCSB allows CH to be a target of political activists, the administration is showing by their behavior that anyone could invade CH and get away with all sorts of mayhem. 
We do not know how to control this new social event. I cannot chase down every intruder in CH. What if one of them had a gun? We need for people in the administration and police to help us figure out a solution to our current problem. What would UCSB's liability be if more violent activists stormed CH in a more aggressive way?

					Sincerely, 

					John Baldwin  	Janice Baldwin
					Professor		Senior Lecturer



Appendix I:
The two students are Emma Vogan and Ben Drescher: Their email addresses are below. Their phone numbers are written after their email contact info. I hope the phone numbers are accurate, since I took them down as a hastily written note when I finally caught them after they ran out of Campbell Hall. My hand written note may not be 100% accurate, since I had a bit of an adrenalin response at the time. 

Emma Vogan <emmavogan@umail.ucsb.edu>   805-292-0244 (or 0204?)
Benjamin Drescher <b_j_d@umail.ucsb.edu>     831-239-9504

