Aug 25, 08
Patrick, 

Thanks for all the things you have done to help us submit 500-600 grades correctly for Soc 152A. You have done a great job figuring out what has been going wrong in the past, and we hope to get the grades right in fall quarter. But there is another error that might be worth your attention. 

My wife and I have repeatedly made the following mistake in our attempts to enter e-grades: We often enter the grades and close down our computer, assuming that the grades are automatically posted on e-grades. 

The book, Nudge (see enclosed review), could help us (and any other profs who make our kind of mistake) by setting the default for leaving our computer to be: “Save these grades to the Gold database.” Then we would automatically make the right choice—and/or we would have to intentionally click some other button if we merely wanted to get a coffee and return later to the task of recording more grades. 

Does that make sense? Do other profs and lecturers make the kind of mistake we have made several times? I do get the grades entered and submitted correctly much of the time; but when I am rushed I can forget. 

Sincerely, 

John D. Baldwin

