
February 3, 2013

Dear Ben and Paula,

Janice and I hope you two are doing well and enjoying life. From all the letters and postcards from Italy, Corsica, Sardinia, Malta, Turkey and other amazing locations, it certainly seems like you are doing you best to experience life—as writ large. Bravo! What a wonderful thing to be able to do! It is not so possible in most other nations and cultures. 

As Janice and I see all these things play out in front of us day after day and year after year, I (John) want to thank you (Ben) for being one of the first individuals who helped me grasp the amazing abilities of our society for giving such gifts to its citizens. I had a small introduction to the big ideas of life in high school, but Johns Hopkins presented the big ideas in much stronger relief. Sadly, there were very few students at JHU who wanted to talk about the big ideas. 

When I finally met you and we became roommates, I found a person who wanted to discuss the Enlightenment and many other grand ideas. I remember sitting up until 1:00 and 2:00 AM on some mornings in long discussions about “truth, beauty and wisdom.” It was a rare experience, since no one else that I met at JHU seemed to want to have such conversations. 

I just want you to know how much I learned from you and how much I esteem those days, weeks and months that we talked about the big ideas of life. I continue to run into cases where Enlightenment ideas have helped liberate people, and I know from our personal experiences how powerful those experiences are. One of the black professors in my department continues to tell me that it was the Enlightenment that was the true origin of the liberation of blacks. Janice and I are reading a book by an Islamic woman who rebelled against the oppression of her Muslim childhood socialization and found her greatest succor when she discovered the Enlightenment philosophers. 

When we were at JHU, I thought that the classroom and assigned readings were supposed to be my education. In retrospect, I realize that most of my education took place outside the classroom, and that you were the number one educator who helped me focus my thoughts. Even today, I see that most of my students are not awakened to ideas in the classroom. The ones that really grab onto life are the ones who have friends who help then grasp the meaning of life fully. 
The students who have friends who are into pot and other drugs often find themselves being dragged downward—but just a change to more positive roommates can make all the difference for them. Miguel moved out of a pot apartment and back to the dorms: He is now full of increasingly positive ideas. 
So thanks, my dear roommate, for the intellectual support and friendship that you gave me in college. I would not be the person I am today without all the hours of stimulating conversation you shared with me in college. 

What else to say?


October 7, 2012

Dear Ben and Paula,

Janice and I have been thinking and talking about you both as we ponder the mysteries of life. We realize over and over how important good friends are for the learning of the values and skills that matter most in life. 

From our adult perspective it is clear that humanism is the most central of all of the values that Janice and I share, and we are very happy to know you both as people to love and live as humanists. We have both benefited from knowing you for so many years. 

But I, John, want to put in writing some of the very special thoughts I have about Ben. When I came to Hopkins, Ben was a year older and wiser than I and I saw him as a mature person from whom I could learn a great deal. We had occasional meetings at first, and then we gradually began to spend more time with each other, as a mutual liking emerged. 

As our friendship developed, I sensed that I was learning a great deal from Ben about all sorts of things in life—things I had never heard: “Don’t feel bad that we have to pay taxes, because we live in one of the most amazing countries in the world.” There were so many ideas that I had never heard, and Ben would usually say that his Dad and Mom had told him these things for years. 

I was fortunate to room with Ben for two years, and we often had conversations that lasted well into the night, sometimes to 2:00 or 3:00 in the morning. It was so intellectually exciting! Ben helped turn my brain on to so many new and exciting levels of thought that I began to see Ben as one of the few truly best friends that I had had in life. 

What next? 










August 23, 2010

Dear Ben,

I am so sorry that we were not able to meet a couple of months ago as we had planned. We must find a new time. Once fall quarter begins (on September 25), I should be free to spend all day with you on most Tuesdays and Thursdays if you and Paula can arrange to come through town on those days. Monday and Wednesday afternoons and evenings work well for you to arrive and stay at our house. 

I have been able to rearrange my schedule at the university to make both Tuesdays and Thursdays free from teaching; so we could spend as much of the day doing anything you want here in town or in the nearby areas. It would be so much fun to have hours to talk and catch up on all sorts of things. I will be out of town on Thursday October 28 and the week of Thanksgiving, but those are the only major exceptions I see for fall quarter. Winter and spring quarters also have most Tuesdays and Thursdays free. 

So please look over your calendar and lets think of possible dates. I hope that your sailing trip was a great success. 




June 30, 2008

Dear Ben and Paula,

Some of our recent readings made us think of you, so we hope you find the enclosed items to be of interest. 

We are hoping that both of you are well and happy. We just got back from hiking in Yosemite during the week before summer session started. The trails were almost empty. We read an article in the June 30 Business Week that helps explain why. The average American (age 12 and up) spends/spent this many hours watching movies, shows, news, sports or video games on a screen of one type or another:




4.6 hours in 1996




6.0 hours in 2007




8.0 hours in 2013

We think and talk about you often. All the best…


Love,
Ben and Paula Wade 

18980 Lynbrook Court

Saratoga, CA  95070
Diana Metsisto



= May 1992

Paula 



= Aug 1998
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