JURY DUTY

How to minimize the risk of JURY DUTY
On Friday May 9, I succeeded in getting off jury duty for the rest of the year. This is how. Use your limited time at the mic effectively. I said I am teaching 540 students this quarter, and that I do all 4 quarters of the year. I am worried to death about Janice handling that size class today, especially since she has a horrible headache today. In addition, we are revising our sex textbook, which is a huge responsibility, keeping up-to-date with all the details, such as STDs and all the meds for them, some of which are ceasing to work. And we will be continuing on the book for the rest of the year. 

The judge said that I was off jury duty for the rest of the year, but it is my civic responsibility to serve. 

She let off several people who could not serve on a long trial but who said that they could serve on a shorter trial. Today’s trial was a 4-week commitment, plus or minus. 

=================================================

This next one probably will not work: 

“I have a career that does not allow jury duty until after I retire. 

In addition, you can get excused

When you have nonrefundable tickets nonrefundable housing that you have rented for a four-day escape, that can serve as a legitimate excuse.

((For me:  Unacceptable excuses:

1) It might be possible to avoid jury duty by assuming the role of an opinionated professor who has some pretty strong biases. 

2) It might be okay to seem somewhat cynical or aloof or insensitive.

3) If this trial does not turn out the way I think it should I would be very angry. ((extremely angry))

BEST IDEAS, as of Feb 2014::

Anxiety is the most important reason that is most likely to get you out of jury duty. I would be worried constantly because my wife is quiet and shy.  It would be very hard for her to handle such a large class all by herself.

“I would be anxious to leave my wife with the responsibility of teaching 600 students and Campbell Hall because that can be a very difficult venue to control. We teach a very important course on human sexuality that reaches 600 students every quarter and it’s an intimidating experience to stand in front of that lecture hall all my oneself and my wife tends to be shy and she has fears about her presentation in such a large situation. 

“This class by the way is a very important course at the University of California not just because we reach 1800 students each quarter teaching about human sexuality but also because we're a major extension of the work that the UCSB student health center does. We recently met with the medical doctors at the student health center and they told us that we provide so much information to the 1800 students and the roommates and friends that is a major conduit for bringing students into the student health center where they can discover whether they are transmitting sexually transmitted diseases where they can learn about the problems of excessive use of alcohol, drugs and so forth.

“I'm afraid that I would be so anxious instructed by what's happening during my classes the classes that I could teach with my wife that I wouldn't be able to pay full attention to the details of this trial and that's the reason I'm asking not to have to serve I believe that I serve so many people at the University of California that not serving on this journey is not really going to lighten my contribution to society. 

“Jury duty is a gift to democracy freedom and civil order and I appreciate that a great deal. I hope you realize that the gift my wife and I are giving to society is also very valuable, and I hope you appreciate the fears and anxiety that I would feel about meeting my wife alone and Campbell Hall with 600 students. 

When my wife and I retire, we will both be happy to do jury duty because it is a wonderful thing America allows…that accused people can be judged by a jury of their peers. You can trust me to do it, so help me God. 
Examples of the things Janice cannot do in our class of 600 students. 

First, she has specialized to know all the statistics (which she loves). She keeps up-to-date on all the STDs (and relevant medications), cancers of the sex organs, operations on the sex-related body parts, etc. I specialize on crowd control and classroom problems. Here are two examples of that: 

1) STREAKING

Students sometimes like to streak through the classroom naked. It gets lots of laughs and attention. I am the one who watches for this and stops it happening quickly. I shout “Get out of here” in my loudest and deepest voice and then run toward them as fast as I can. This usually catches them off guard and they run out of the building. Then I chase them as far as needed, usually to a get-away car that they have waiting for them in a nearby parking lot. There I write down the car’s license plate number on a piece of paper I always carry in my shirt pocket during every lecture. (The pen and paper also allow me to keep notes on lecture details that could be improved.) 

2) RANDOM DISRUPTIONS

Student interruptions are often very unpredictable. For example on Friday, February 7 2014, we were nearing the end of lecture, when sometimes students start close their books, pack-up, make noise and create disturbance—while they’re hoping to leave class as fast as they can. So I announced to the students that we were going to have Janice read a lovely poem and that would be followed by several very beautiful pictures during the remaining minutes of class. 
The poem went beautifully and we started showing some of the beautiful pictures and I started hearing people making a lot of noise in the back of the room so I said we still have two more minutes to go. 
At that point a male student sitting near the back of the auditorium loudly said “F… you,” with the entire F-word clearly enunciated and spoken as an angry young person might speak to a professor. My wife and I stopped talking for 30 or 40 seconds. A hush fell on the auditorium. You could hear a pin drop. Finally I said slowly that this kind of behavior makes it hard for the students who want to hear and see the lecture to understand it as clearly as they deserve to, and you interrupted a beautiful ending for a lecture that my wife and I have developed over many years. That left us only a few seconds to show the final slides, with much briefer comments than we normally give for them. 
(Alt: “You have just interrupted a classroom where we are trying to create a positive environment with poetry and beautiful pictures. You interrupted a flow that students in the past have said was very beautiful //quite beautiful.)

Three minutes after the lecture was over, the young man came down to me and apologized for having broken into the lecture. He told me that he was not even a student in the class. His roommate had invited him to come to class that day, and he said he didn’t even know why he had said what he did. Isn’t that random! 
If I were on jury duty, I would be in constant fear that some random event like that might occur and leave Janice in a difficult position that she’s not used to coping with. 

