	University of California, Santa Barbara
	[image: image1.png]



	

	Berkeley • Davis • Irvine • Los Angeles • Merced • Riverside • San Diego • San Francisco
	
	Santa Barbara • Santa Cruz

	
	
	

	DEPARTMENT OF SOCIOLOGY


	Santa Barbara, California 93106-9430 
(805) 893-3118          FAX (805) 893-3324



October 16, 2015

Dear Madam/Sir: 

It is a great pleasure to write on behalf of Avet Manukyan’s application for Pharmacy School. Avet has a truly global perspective on life and has accomplished far more than most people his age. He grew up in Armenia, where he played chess at a very high level of play and took care of his father’s frail health. When his family came to the United States, he fell in love with chemistry, especially since he knew that chemistry was essential to finding help for his father. His uncle works in a clinical laboratory and encouraged Avet to study chemistry and pharmacology in hopes finding new cures for a wide variety of diseases. 

He fell in love with chemistry and has done as much as he can to explore multiple aspects of the larger empirical world via reading, experimentation, museums and much more. He reads voraciously and understands his “time” and geopolitical situation far better than his peers.  He very much wants to be a pharmacologist with a large vision of the health situation so that he can participate in extending health care to those without it.  

I first came to know Avet when he did outstanding work in my large lecture class (Soc 152A), earning a very high “A” grade. The course is about human sexuality, and Avet was able to use his extensive biological knowledge to grasp many sectors of the study of sexuality in great detail.  

Avet has come to office hours often enough that I came to know Avet well and to respect his intelligence, integrity and deep concern for humanity. I have had the chance to see Avet thinking “on his feet,” and I have been very impressed with how quickly he formulates ideas and clearly he expresses them. He tells me that mastering chess honed his analytic thinking, but he is happy that he has strong interpersonal skills, too. He loves working at Hospice and helping people confront the complex issues facing them. He has worked at CVS Pharmacy and loves ensuring patient safety, arranging for coverage and managing customer’s insurance with the correct plans for them. He is a very kind person who is dedicated to helping others. He has advanced writing skills and an easy communication style that many others science majors cannot begin to equal.

Avet is a person with big dreams and the skills to achieve a great deal. Avet is a cheerful and outgoing person, leading people to like him and enjoy working with him. He relates well to many different types of people. He also carries responsibility well and takes his projects extremely seriously, working carefully and with attention to detail. He is forward looking in attaining his long-term goals. 

By now it should be abundantly clear that Avet is a truly extraordinary person who is developing into an outstanding professional. He loves challenges and wants to gain ever-increasing numbers of skills as he advances through his career. He has already accomplished a great deal by dent of his own hard work and intelligence, and he looks forward to staying busy all of his life, giving back to others.  He earns my highest recommendation. If I can be of any further help to you, please do not hesitate to phone me at (805) 967-4995.

Sincerely, 

John D. Baldwin, Ph.D.

Professor of Sociology

University of California at Santa Barbara

Santa Barbara, CA 93106-9430

baldwin@soc.ucsb.edu
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