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February 6, 2015
Admissions

University of Maastricht International Summer School
Re: Chris Mercs
Dear Madam/Sir: 

It is a great pleasure to write on behalf of Chris Mercs’s application for a position at the University of Maastricht International for Summer School. Chris is majoring in Financial Mathematics with a broad range of interests in applied mathematics, knowing that there are many fields that might allow him to apply his mathematical talents. 
Chris is eager to broaden his education to include international inputs and 6 weeks at Maastricht would allow him to learn how Europeans approach science, technology, engineering and mathematics. Chris is in the mathematics program here at UCSB (the University of California at Santa Barbara), and he does excellent work in all his classes. He has earned a 3.37 GPA, which is very high in a major as demanding as mathematics is. 
I first came to know Brennan when he did an outstanding job in my large lecture class (Soc 152A), earning a high “A” grade. As a consequence, I invited him to be in the honors course (Soc 152B) that I hold the next quarter for the very best students in the prior quarter. It was in the honors class that I first came to know Brennan well and to respect his intelligence, integrity and deep concern for humanity. This small class is a discussion class and Brennan made many intelligent and creative contributions. I got to see Brennan thinking “on his feet,” and was very impressed with how quickly he formulates ideas and clearly he expresses them. 

This present quarter, Chris is taking my course on socialization (Soc 142) and doing a very good job. In total I have known him for over three quarters, and I am very impressed with him. He is a strong person who makes sure that he plans out his education and career paths quite carefully. He is also a very kind and friendly person who is a great team player. He relates well to many different types of people. He also carries responsibility well and takes his projects extremely seriously, working carefully and with attention to detail. I respect Chris for his intelligence, integrity and deep concern for humanity. 
By now it should be abundantly clear that Chris is an exceptional person who is well on his way to becoming a successful professional. He stands out among his peers as a serious and honest person who is using his years at the university very effectively. He loves challenges and wants to gain ever-increasing numbers of skills as he advances through his career. Chris is both a serious worker and a cheerful, well-adjusted person with whom it is a pleasure to interact. He earns my highest recommendation. If I can be of any further help to you, please do not hesitate to phone me at (805) 967-4995.

Sincerely, 

John D. Baldwin

Professor

baldwin@soc.ucsb.edu
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