







April 23, 2014
Re: Brittany Michael
Dear Madam/Sir: 

It is a pleasure to write in behalf of Brittany Michael’s application for a Commencement Aware. I think she is truly an outstanding student and she will have a very productive career. Brittany loves scholarship and then sharing useful information with other people. She has an amazing career trajectory lying ahead of her, making many contributions along the way. Brittany is a very sophisticated and enthusiastic person who will accomplish a great deal herself and serve as a wonderful role model for others. 

I have known Brittany for about two years, and I am very impressed with her as a student and a person. I first met Brittany when she came into my office over and over in winter quarter, relevant to my Soc 185P (Practical Sociology). She wanted to talk about her future career plans and she did a Soc 199 on her career options at that time. She is thinking of teaching students who do not learn well with normal instructional approaches. There are lots of such people, and she has a knack for presenting ideas to them in ways that get them excited about ideas. She went to a great deal of effort to connect with one of my prior students who is doing research on a closely related topic, while earning his Ph.D. at UC Davis. Brittany came in often and we had amazing conversations about a very broad range of topics.  

I was impressed that Brittany earned the highest A+ grade in Soc 185P that quarter. She is a very well organized student who has done excellent work in her years here at UCSB, taking a broad range of courses and mastering more topics than most students do. She has very high standards for her own work and a great eye for detail. It is a pleasure to work with her and you will always find her work to be of the highest quality. All through her educational career, she has shown a deep commitment to using knowledge for the betterment of others. She is maturing into a very professional researcher and it is clear that she will dedicate her life to improving her skills at educational research, tutoring and teaching. 

Brittany is a natural leader, with a wonderful sense of humor that everyone enjoys. She is very empathetic and will be a caring professional who will earn the respect of many of her colleagues. She has outstanding communication skills: She speaks clearly and dynamically, capturing her audience’s attention by the clarity with which she explains things. She is creative in solving problems and helping people work together cooperatively. She is a team player who facilitates other people’s functioning well in group-projects. She is exceptionally well organized and makes sure that her work and the work of others are done professionally, carefully, and with attention to detail. She is well liked by her fellow students—and by the other faculty with whom she works. Brittany is one of the most hard-working, honest people you could hope to know. 

In summary, I think Brittany is truly an outstanding person who will make many valuable contributions to the field of education during her lifetime. She is forward looking, with the ability to plan her time and activities to attain long-term goals. In addition to having a keen mind, she is serious, conscientious, hard working and very responsible. She is both an excellent student and a happy, well-adjusted person with whom it is a pleasure to work. Brittany earns my highest level of recommendation. If I can be of any further help to you, please do not hesitate to phone me at (805) 967-4995. 

Sincerely, 

John D. Baldwin

Professor

baldwin@soc.ucsb.edu

