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October 22, 2014
Re: Alex Rodriguez
Dear Madam/Sir:

It is a great pleasure to write in behalf of Alex Rodriguez in his application for law school. Alex has come from a background that gives him a very powerful and personal reason to study the law, and he is extremely well prepared to enter the profession. 
I have known Alex for about three years, during which time he took three courses from me (Soc 152A, B, and C—a sequence of courses about the science of human sexuality), earning “A” and “A+” grades in them. He has excelled in a broad range of courses here at UCSB and I know he will do outstanding work in law school and later in his career. 

I first came to know Alex when he did such an outstanding job in my large lecture class (Soc 152A) that I invited him to be in the honors course (Soc 152B) that I hold the next quarter for the very best students in the prior quarter. It was in the honors class that I first came to know Alex well and to respect his intelligence, integrity and deep concern for humanity. This small class is a discussion class and Alex made many intelligent and creative contributions. I got to see Alex thinking “on his feet,” and was very impressed with how quickly he formulates ideas and expresses them clearly.

After that quarter, I asked Alex to be one of the web writers for Soc 152C, which is a small class that writes material and code for the UCSB-hosted website called SexInfo (www.SexInfoOnLine.com). Alex made countless creative contributions to the site, while bringing lots of good ideas to the brainstorming sessions that we have in class.

Alex’s interest in the law traces back to a legal problem that his father had with Wells Fargo in which the bank did some shady exchanges that were very difficult to understand due to a lack of transparency at the bank. A substantial sum of money was illegally transferred to the IRS and his father had few ways of solving the problem. At that time Alex began studying many of the relevant laws and began to make progress in helping his family. He has found that there are quite a few laws that help specific organizations while disadvantaging others. The problems that his family has had to endure have given him a passion to become a lawyer and work to correct the legal shortcomings in the system. He is very motivated in accomplishing at least part of the tasks lying ahead, and I am certain that he will achieve a significant portion of his goals. 

Alex is quite skillful in his use of both English and Spanish, in both spoken and written forms. He has a mature and gentle tone of voice that communicates volumes about his personality. He is a cheerful, outgoing person, leading people to like him and enjoy working with him. Alex loves working with other people and he is one of the most diligent people you could hope to know. He genuinely cares about understanding other people’s needs, thoughts and feelings—along with helping them in any way he can, and the law will allow him to help in many ways.

I hope it is abundantly clear that Alex is an exceptional person. He stands out among his peers as a very serious and honest individual who has used his years at the university and in various jobs extremely effectively. Alex earns my highest recommendation for your legal program. He will be out-standing in the field will make many contributions during his lifetime. If I can be of any further help, please do not hesitate to phone me at (805) 967-4995.

Sincerely,

John D. Baldwin

Professor

baldwin@soc.ucsb.edu 
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