







    February 22, 2013
California State University Los Angeles
Re: Rebecca Mestas
Dear Madam/Sir: 

It is a pleasure to write in behalf of Rebecca Mestas’ application to your program in Applied Behavior Analysis. Rebecca is a sensitive and intelligent person who loves psychology and working with people. I have known Rebecca for about two years while she attended UCSB, and I am very impressed with her as a student and a person. Rebecca excelled in her undergraduate work here at University of California Santa Barbara, earning a 3.55 GPA. She was on the Dean’s Honor list three times at Moorpark College before coming to UCSB. 

I first met Rebecca when she earned a very high grade in my Soc 152A course (Human Sexuality). She also took two other courses from me, one of which was a small honors seminar for the best students from Soc 152A—in which 18 students and I discussed many of the details covered in a course on human sexuality, along with the various applications to everyday life and counseling. Rebecca always made intelligent and thoughtful contributions, and she was one of the central leaders of many important discussions. She has very high standards for her own work and a great eye for detail. It is a pleasure to work with her and you will always find her work to be of the highest quality. She always does her work on time and is very reliable. 
Rebecca participated in psychological research on close relationships under a graduate student in the Department of Psychology: She coordinated the research, collected and recorded data, tabulated statistics and helped the researcher in many ways. She participated in our Education Department’s peer health courses on nutrition and body image, along with their program on healthy eating and living. In conjunction with the UCSB Social Science Survey Center, she conducted telephone surveys about community issues—then participated in the evaluation and analysis of the data. As you can see, she has taken her university education seriously and delved deeper into the research side of social science more than most of her peers. Her undergraduate education has efficiently prepared her for your program and in the workplace. Now she is ready to continue her education in her true love, helping with children with disabilities through applied behavior analysis. Since leaving UCSB, she has gained extensive experience working with children as a Behavior Interventionist at Addison’s Behavioral Resources as well as at the Conejo Valley School District as a Paraprofessional in an autism classroom. 
Rebecca is a natural leader, with a wonderful sense of humor and an enthusiasm for life that everyone enjoys—traits that will make her a very behavior analyst. She has outstanding communication skills, with a very cheerful presentation of self. She is creative in solving problems and helping people work together cooperatively. She is a team player who helps others function well in group-projects. She is exceptionally well organized and makes sure that her work and the work of others are done professionally, carefully, and with attention to detail. She is well liked by her fellow students—and by the other faculty with whom she works. Rebecca is one of the most hard-working, honest people you could hope to know. 

In summary, I think Rebecca is a truly amazing person who will make many valuable contributions as a behavior analyst. Rebecca is forward looking, with the ability to plan her time and activities to attain long-term goals. In addition to having a keen mind, she is serious, conscientious, hard working and very responsible. She is a happy, well-adjusted person who will continue to excel in the field of ABA. Rebecca earns my highest level of recommendation. If I can be of any further help to you, please do not hesitate to phone me at (805) 967-4995. 

Sincerely, 

John D. Baldwin

Professor

baldwin@soc.ucsb.edu

