







    February 11, 2012

Peer Advisor Program

University of California at Santa Barbara 

Santa Barbara, CA  93106

Re: Scott McKernan

Dear Madam/Sir:  

It is a great pleasure to write in support of Scott McKernan’s application to be a Peer Advisor. Scott stands out as one of the more exceptional young men I have had the pleasure of knowing, and I cannot think of a better candidate for your position. 

I have known Scott for about two years, in several capacities, and the longer I have known him, the more impressed I have become. Scott truly stands out as one of the hardest working, intelligent and creative people in his age group. On top of that, he has a wonderful sense of humor and a generosity of spirit that bodes well for his becoming one of your best of Peer Advisors. He has a 3.79 GPA in bio-psychology, which is a major that he truly loves. He will be very good at helping other students gain the most they can from a UCSB education.

I first came to know Scott when he did such an outstanding job in my large lecture class (Soc 152A, the Sociology of Human Sexuality) that I invited him to be in the small honors course (Soc 152B) that I hold the next quarter for the best 18 students from the large 152A class of the prior quarter. It was in the honors class that I first came to know Scott well and to respect his intelligence, integrity and deep concern for humanity. This small class is a discussion class and Scott made many intelligent and creative contributions. I got to see Scott thinking “on his feet,” and was very impressed with how quickly he formulates complex ideas and expresses them clearly. 

Next, I invited Scott to be a grader for the large Soc 152A class, and he has done an outstanding job in that position. Scott has always been reliable and careful in his work. Scott is very honest and mature, with well developed leadership skills. He is highly motivated and loves to take on responsibilities. He is a real problem solver who uses his considerable intellectual ability and communication skills to help others work toward successful solutions to all kinds of problems. 

Scott loves science and interacting with other people. He has a very positive attitude about his classes—along with the university as a whole. He has a mature and gentle tone of voice that communicates volumes about his personality. He relates well to many different types of people from all sorts of ethnic backgrounds. 

By now it should be abundantly clear that Scott is an exceptional person. He stands out among his peers as a very serious and honest person who is using his years at the university very effectively. He loves helping people and I know he would be a great Peer Advisor. If I can be of any further help to you, please do not hesitate to phone me at (805) 967-4995. 

Sincerely,

John D. Baldwin

Professor

