



May 9, 2013
Re: Karen Perales

Dear Madam/Sir: 

It is a pleasure to write in behalf of Karen Perales’s application for Norman Topping Student Aid Fund Scholarship. I have known Karen for almost three years, and I am very impressed with her as a student and a person. Karen has majored in Chicana/o Studies and minored in Applied Psychology in the Department of Education. She has earned a 3.69 GPA and been on the Dean’s Honors List 9 times. She is a very serious student, caring about the topics and people she is studying. 

Karen is especially deservous of the scholarship since she is a first-generation college student who has worked very diligently to obtain a high quality education. She is currently a financial aid recipient, and she has not wasted a penny of the funding that she has received. Her father never finished elementary school and her mother only completed her junior high school education. Karen values the education that she is receiving and works hard to learn as much as she can—which is truly a very great deal. 

Karen has taken two courses from me and earned strong “A” grades in both. I was so impressed with her performance in my socialization course (Soc 142, in fall quarter, 2011) that I hired her to be the grader the next time I taught that class. By now, Karen has graded for my 142 course three times, becoming the head grader the second time she did the job. She comes into my office hours quite often and I know her very well. She always has intelligent and thoughtful things to discuss, and she makes her points clearly and thoughtfully. These are traits that will be invaluable in many ways. She has very high standards for her own work and a great eye for detail. It is a pleasure to work with her and you will always find her work to be of the highest quality. Karen has an excellent style of presentation as a speaker, along with a thorough command of a broad range of material and ideas. 

Karen often goes above and beyond the basics of the tasks that are part of her work. She drops by my office just to make sure things are going smoothly in my course. She recently received three tests that someone else misplaced, graded them immediately, and told me that she would be happy to e-mail the three students about the circumstances, along with their grades—since she knew that the students would be worried about their tests. 

Karen has a very responsible job working for the UCSB Campus Police (as a CSO—Community Service Officer). In the one and a half years she has worked for the Campus Police she has risen to have more responsibilities that most undergraduates on the team. She is in charge of actively patrolling the campus, educating the campus members, reporting crimes, providing security, impounding improperly placed bikes and much more. She is in charge of making sure all the other CSOs have their radios charged and follow the rules for “best practices.” She was given her high levels of responsibility because she is extremely competent in everything she does. 
Karen also does volunteer social work in two local organizations. As a member of “Check, Connect, Respect,” she works in a local Santa Barbara high school, mentoring students who are having trouble in school, enhancing students’ engagement with school and learning. She helps them in problem solving and learning better study skills. She is also active in “La Escuelita,” which is a Latino-based organization that focuses on serving UCSB students and the community that surrounds our school. She works to enrich youth education and motivate school students to pursue a university education. All of this shows a strong motivation to be active in the world of social work—and it traces back for years, long before most students know what they want to do after they graduate from the university. 

Karen has a wonderful sense of humor that everyone enjoys. She is creative in solving problems and helping people work together cooperatively. She is a team player who helps others function well in group projects. She is exceptionally well organized and makes sure that her work and the work of others are done professionally, carefully, and with attention to detail. 

In summary, I think Karen is truly an outstanding person who has a strong and deep rooted interest in her education and deserves the fellowship support that you can offer. She is forward looking, with the ability to plan her time and activities to attain long-term goals. In addition to having a keen mind and good sense of humor, she is serious, conscientious, hard working and very responsible. She is both an excellent student and a happy, well-adjusted person with whom it is a pleasure to work. Karen earns my highest level of recommendation. If I can be of any further help to you, please do not hesitate to phone me at (805) 967-4995 or 893-3064. 

Sincerely, 

John D. Baldwin

Professor

