







     March 8, 2012
CSULA, CSUN, and CSULB all require for the letters to be included in the department packet, deadlines are April 12th for CSUN, April 15th for CSULB and May 15th for CSULA. I am more than happy to come and pick them up whenever they are ready and save some postage stamps. I hope this is more convenient for you. 

Re: Cynthia Cifuentes
Dear Madam/Sir: 

It is a pleasure to write in behalf of Cynthia Cifuentes’s application for your MA program. Cynthia is an outstanding scholar and person who cares a great deal about helping others. She will be extraordinarily effective as a counselor, adviser and spokesperson for her community. She knows a great deal about sociology, psychology, Latina & Latino communities and sexuality. She has seen a great deal of tragedy in her life and wants to help others avoid as many of the difficult livfe experiences as possible. 
I have known Cynthia for about two years, and I am very impressed with her as a student and a person. Cynthia excelled in her undergraduate work here at the University of California Santa Barbara, earning a 3.4 GPA in her Sociology major and 3.6 in her Chicana/Chicano Studies major. On top of all that, Cynthia is an amazing person: Her voice and face sparkle with enthusiasm, and you soon learn that she has risen to many challenges in life, had many adventures and learned more about life than most people her age. She has received honors and awards from various organizations here at UCSB, showing that many different groups recognize her amazing traits. 
I first met Cynthia when she earned a high grade in my large Soc 185P course (Pragmatism). All the Soc 185 classes are on sociological theories, and 185P is about the theories put forth by American pragmatist philosophers, dealing with both individuals and their interactions with all levels of society—from small groups to larger societal institutions. Cynthia grasps the theories and knows how to apply them to many sectors of society. She hopes to promote social change for reducing the pain see sees in the Latina and Latino communities, and I am certain that she will be very effective in doing so. She is smart, intellectually quick, and likes to tackle problems that intimidate many others. 

Cynthia is a sensitive person, with a wonderful sense of humor and an enthusiasm for life that everyone enjoys—traits that will make her very effective as a counselor, mentor, teacher, and advocate for social change. She has outstanding communication skills: She speaks clearly and dynamically, capturing your attention by the clarity of the direction in which she develops her logic. She is fluent in both Spanish and English. She makes intelligent and thoughtful contributions to conversations, dropping in fascinating asides and creative ideas with ease and enthusiasm. 

Cynthia has worked as the Manager of a local Albertson’s grocery store for several years, which has given her invaluable opportunities to learn how to multitask, keep a team of workers well coordinated, and solve countless types of problems among customers and workers. She knows how to hire and train workers, build a functioning organization and keep a team of very different individuals well coordinated. These skills prepare her for a broad range of complex situations in the real world, such as being a counselor in the schools and interfacing with the larger community. 
Cynthia is always reliable and responsible in her work—one of those people who you could always trust to make everything work well. She does her work on time and is most reliable. It is a pleasure to work with her and you will find her work to be of the highest quality. Cynthia is imaginative in solving problems and helping people work together cooperatively. She is a team player who is exceptionally well organized and makes sure that her work and the work of others are done professionally, carefully, and with attention to detail. She is well liked by her peers—and by the faculty with whom she works. Cynthia is one of the most hard-working, honest people you could hope to know.
In summary, I think Cynthia is a truly amazing person who will make many valuable contributions as a counselor and in many other roles. She knows that counseling will be a challenging job, but she will do a stellar job. Cynthia is forward looking, with the ability to plan her time and activities to attain long-term goals. In addition to having a keen mind, she is serious, conscientious, hard working and very responsible. She is both an excellent student and a happy, well-adjusted person with whom it is a pleasure to work. Cynthia earns my highest level of recommendation. If I can be of any further help to you, please do not hesitate to phone me at (805) 967-4995. 

Sincerely, 

John D. Baldwin

Professor

baldwin@soc.ucsb.edu

