







January 20, 2011
Master's Degree in Marriage and Family Therapy 

University of Wisconsin-Stout
Menomonie, WI  54751
Re: Rachel Martin
Dear Madam/Sir: 

It is a pleasure to write in behalf of Rachel Martin’s application for your MA program in Marriage and Family Therapy. Rachel is an outstanding scholar and person who cares a great deal about helping others. She will be extraordinarily effective as a counselor and adviser, knowing a great deal about psychology, human development, sociology and sexuality. 
I have known Rachel for about twelve years, and I am very impressed with her as a student and a professional. Rachel excelled in her undergraduate work here at the University of California Santa Barbara and then at Berkeley, earning a 3.87 GPA in her major. She was on the Dean’s Honor list many quarters. On top of all that, Rachel is an amazing person: Her voice and face sparkle with enthusiasm, and she has risen to many challenges in life, taken many adventures and learned more about life than most people her age. 

I first met Rachel when she earned one of the highest grades in my very large Soc 152A course (the Sociology of Human Sexuality). Next I invited her to be in the small honors class (Soc 152B) that I offer the following quarter for the best 19 students from the large 152A class (which has about 600 students each quarter of the year). In the small class I came to know Rachel quite well. She always made intelligent and thoughtful contributions, and she was one of the central leaders of many important discussions. She has very high standards for her own work and a great eye for detail. Because Rachel is a very good writer, I next invited her to be a grader for the large Soc 152A class, and she did very well there. 

Rachel transferred to UC Berkeley and continued to thrive. Her resume shows considerable volunteer work, which reveals the motivation to work hard without compensation. She has also been an advocacy intern for the Immigrant Law Center of Minnesota, a program assistant for the Council of America Overseas Research Centers (with the Smithsonian Institution), an executive assistant at the International Institute of the Easy Bay—and more. She has years of experience in midwifery and mindfulness training. Along the way she has amassed considerable skills with computers. 

Rachel is a sensitive person, with a wonderful sense of humor and an enthusiasm for life that everyone enjoys—traits that will make her very effective as a counselor. She has outstanding communication skills: She speaks clearly and dynamically, capturing your attention by the clarity of the direction in which she develops her logic. She is creative in solving problems and helping people work together cooperatively. She is a team player who is exceptionally well organized and makes sure that her work and the work of others are done professionally, carefully, and with attention to detail. She is well liked by her peers—and by the faculty with whom she works. Rachel is one of the most hard-working, honest people you could hope to know. 
In summary, I think Rachel is a truly amazing person who will make many valuable contributions as a counselor. She knows that counseling will be challenging work, but she will do a stellar job. Rachel is forward looking, with the ability to plan her time and activities to attain long-term goals. In addition to having a keen mind, she is serious, conscientious, hard working and very responsible. She is both an excellent student and a happy, well-adjusted person with whom it is a pleasure to work. Rachel earns my highest level of recommendation. If I can be of any further help to you, please do not hesitate to phone me at (805) 967-4995. 

Sincerely, 

John D. Baldwin

Professor

baldwin@soc.ucsb.edu

