







April 11, 2012
Outstanding Senior Award

Re: Nicole Mellom
Dear Madam/Sir: 

It is a pleasure to write in behalf of Nicole Mellom’s application for the Outstanding Senior Award. I have known Nicole for about three years and I am very impressed with her as a student and a person. Nicole has excelled in her undergraduate work here at University of California at Santa Barbara, earning a 3.89 GPA. All through her educational career, she has shown a deep commitment to scholarship and its humanistic applications. She has matured into a very professional adult and it is clear that she will dedicate her life to improving her skills and her abilities to serve the larger community in countless ways. 
Nicole has already been active in many programs on our campus, such as the Athletics Department (doing marketing and promotions) and grading for my course (Soc 152A). She has earned six honors and awards from the National Society of Collegiate Scholars, UCSB Dean’s List, Most Dedicated Wellness Intern, an award from the Society of Fine Arts (in San Diego), and more. Nicole’s dedication to her studies was very obvious from her being on the Dean’s Honor List every quarter that she has been at UCSB. . 

I first met Nicole when she earned an outstanding grade in my Soc 152A (Sociology of Human Sexuality) course during her freshman year. Next I invited her to be in the small honors class (Soc 152B) that I offer the following quarter for the best 17 students from the large 152A class (which has 600 students each quarter of the year). In the small class I came to know Nicole quite well. She always made intelligent and thoughtful contributions, and she was one of the leaders of many important discussions. She has very high standards for her own work and a great eye for detail. It is a pleasure to work with her and you will always find her work to be of the highest quality. It is from my small 152B honors class that I select students who will be on my team of twelve graders who grade the tests in my large 152A course. 

Nicole is a natural leader, with a wonderful sense of humor that everyone enjoys. She has outstanding communication skills. She is creative in solving problems and helping people work together cooperatively. She is exceptionally well organized and makes sure that her work and the work of others are done professionally, carefully, and with attention to detail. Nicole is one of the most hard-working, honest people you could hope to know. 

In summary, Nicole deserves the Outstanding Senior Award. I think Nicole is truly an outstanding person who will make many valuable contributions to improving our society. Nicole is forward looking, with the ability to plan her time and activities to attain long-term goals. In addition to having a keen mind, she is serious, conscientious, hard working and very responsible. She is both an excellent student and a happy, well-adjusted person with whom it is a pleasure to work. Nicole earns my highest level of recommendation for your scholarship. If I can be of any further help to you, please do not hesitate to phone me at (805) 967-4995. 

Sincerely, 

John D. Baldwin

Professor

baldwin@soc.ucsb.edu

