







February 7, 2011
California Lutheran University
Graduate Admission Office

60 West Olsen Road, #4150

Thousand Oaks, CA  91360

Re: Lauren Schuster
Dear Madam/Sir: 

It is a pleasure to write in behalf of Lauren Schuster’s application for a Masters in Special Education. I have known Lauren for about one year, and I am very impressed with her as a student and a person. She has shown a deep commitment to special education and its humanistic applications. Lauren’s earned a cumulative GPA of 3.33 and a 3.63 in all her upper division courses. 

I first met Lauren when she earned an outstanding (“A”) grade in my Soc 152A (the Sociology of Human Sexuality) during her freshman year. She always does an outstanding job in her classes and other work on campus, being a person who is extremely reliable and responsible. She has also taken my Soc 142 course on socialization, which focuses on child development and the various processes of social development. She earned “A” grades in both of these classes. 
She has known that she wants to be a teacher since she was 15 years old. She likes working with children who have special needs and has worked with children with severe disabilities, as well as moderate and mild disabilities. She is patient and understanding. 

Lauren is an effective leader, with a lovely sense of humor that everyone enjoys. She is very empathetic and will be a caring advisor who will earn the respect of many students. She has outstanding communication skills: She speaks clearly and dynamically, capturing her audience’s attention by the clarity with which she explains things. She is creative in solving problems and helping people work together cooperatively. She is a team player who helps others function well in group-projects. She is well liked by her fellow students—and by the other faculty with whom she works. Lauren is a very hard-working and honest person. 

In summary, Lauren is an outstanding person who will make many valuable contributions to special education. She is forward looking, with the ability to plan her time and activities to attain long-term goals. She is serious, conscientious, hard working and very responsible. She is both an excellent student and a happy, well-adjusted person with whom it is a pleasure to work. Lauren earns my highest level of recommendation: If I can be of any further help to you, please do not hesitate to phone me at (805) 967-4995. 

Sincerely, 

John D. Baldwin

Professor

baldwin@soc.ucsb.edu

