January 20, 2010

Admissions Department 

The Peace Corps

Paperwork Reduction Project (0420-0006)

1111 20th Street, N.W.

Washington, DC  20526

Re: Matthew Haddad

Dear Madam/Sir:  

It is a great pleasure to write in support of Matthew Haddad’s application for the Peace Corps. I have known Matthew for about one year, during which time he has taken two courses from me (Soc 152A and B), earning high “A” grades in both. He is a first rate student and will have no trouble learning any role you give him in the Peace Corps. Let me tell you first how I came to know Matthew, then I will answer the questions presented in your application form.

Matthew did such an outstanding job in my large lecture class (Soc 152A) that I invited him to be in the honors course (Soc 152B) that I hold for the very best students during the subsequent quarter. It was in the small honors class that I first came to know Matthew very well and to respect his intelligence, integrity and deep concern for humanity. This small class is a discussion class and Matthew made many intelligent and creative contributions. I got to see Matthew thinking “on his feet.” I was very impressed with how quickly he formulates ideas and how clearly he expresses them. 

Matthew is quite skillful in his use of the English language, in both spoken and written forms. He has a mature and gentle tone of voice that communicates volumes about his personality. He is an anthropology major and truly cares about understanding life in all its complexity. 

I. A. You ask for an example of a significant commitment that Matthew has fulfilled. He volunteered to serve as a Research Assistant in the Anthropology Department, and was chosen for the position due to his high grades. He worked for an entire school year recruiting volunteers, running an experiment, analyzing the data and summarizing the findings. Few undergraduates spend so much time doing research from start to finish, since it is not easy. I have no concerns about Matthew’s ability to fulfill a serious commitment; and I am not aware of any situations or problems that Matthew is trying to avoid that would lead him to apply to the Peace Corps (I. B.).  

II. Matthew’s work skills and knowledge are of the highest quality. That is what earned him a position in my honors class (Soc 152B) and his scholarly position as a Research Assistant in the Department of Anthropology. He is a self-starter who can work without much supervision and manage with limited resources and equipment. For example, he volunteered for the Palomar Family YMCA for a year, coordinating and supervising activities for children 5 to 12 years of age in a situation with limited resources, and he earned high marks for the quality of his work. I have no doubts about the quality of Matthew’s work-related skills and attitude. 

III. Matthew’s social sensitivity is outstanding. He can see past race, gender and ethnicity to value the individual personalities of others. He speaks very naturally with a vocabulary that honors all people as important, no matter what their background; and his actions clearly reflect that way of thinking. For example, my honors class has people from various backgrounds, and Matthew always treated the others in a caring and concerned manner. He has played baseball for years in a community with players from many backgrounds, treating all his teammates with respect and concern. In fact, he was the cofounder of the Club Baseball Leadership Position on our local UCSB baseball team. 

IV. Matthew is a very emotionally mature young man who gets along well with a wide range of people. He earns the friendship of others and is cherished by the players on his baseball team and in his wrestling club. He is old enough and independent enough that he will be able to live abroad and cope with difficult situations. 

V. Matthew has a broad range of interests that should be valuable to the Peace Corps. He loves children and would love to teach in the Peace Corps. Children and young adults love his friendly and cheerful personality—along with his interest in sports and active interaction. He would love to be sent to Central or South America, but is willing to go anywhere. I have no reservations about his ability to serve the Peace Corps well and be a wonderful ambassador for the United States in foreign countries. 

By now it should be abundantly clear that Matthew is an exceptional student and person. He loves challenges and wants to gain increasing numbers of skills as the years pass. Matthew is both an excellent student and a happy, well-adjusted person with whom it is a pleasure to work. Matthew earns my highest recommendation. He will make many valuable contributions during his years in the Peace Corps and during his entire lifetime. If I can be of any further help to you, please do not hesitate to phone me at (805) 967-4995. 

Sincerely,

John D. Baldwin

Professor

baldwin@soc.ucsb.edu 

