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January 12, 2012
California State University, Long Beach
School of Social Work – Admissions

1250 Bellflower Blvd. 

Long Beach, CA  90940-4602
Re:
Charles Zamora
Dear Madam/Sir:

It is a great pleasure to write on behalf of Charles Zamora’s application for a Masters in Social Work. In my 40 years of teaching thousands of students, Charles (Charlie) stands out as one of the more exceptional young men I have ever had the pleasure of knowing. I cannot think of a better candidate to be a social worker: He came from an economically disadvantaged background, identifies with people who experience hardship, and knows countless ways to help them. 
Charlie grew up on Compton, Long Beech and other rough neighborhoods in Southern California. He worked for four years before coming to college and knows a great deal about the world outside of the Ivory Tower. He has seen the difficult lives that people in rough communities have, and he identifies with many of those individuals. He sees how some of them have overcome difficulties, while others have faltered and sometimes failed when faced with daunting odds. He has learned a great deal about the ways to survive and be successful in challenging situations, and he looks forward to helping people who have been less fortunate than he has been. He has worked extensively in various projects that help poor people, illiterate individuals, and students who want to break out of poor communities and accomplish a great deal in their lives. 

Charlie came into my life about three years ago, when he first began taking classes from me. He has now completed three of my courses and done well in all of them. From the very beginning, he came into my office on many occasions and had long conversations with me, during which times I have come to know him quite well. From the start, I have respected his intelligence, integrity and deep concern for humanity.  I frequently see Charlie thinking “on his feet,” and am very impressed with how quickly he formulates complex ideas and expresses them clearly.

At UCSB, Charlie has been active in various outreach programs, such as the Community Affairs Board, the Family Literacy Tutor Program, and the Power Through Knowledge Scholarship Foundation. In these various organizations he has learned a broad range of skills for helping people with countless different problems. More importantly, he has learned how to brainstorm and be creative when grappling with new issues—such as ways to raise $17,000 in scholarship money to help poor high school students attain their dreams of going to a college or university. 

I have worked with Charlie in several capacities, and watched his career development with interest. He truly stands out as one of the hardest working, intelligent and creative people in his age group. On top of that, he has a wonderful sense of humor and a generosity of spirit that bodes well for his becoming one of the best social workers that we are occasionally privileged to meet.

Charlie is quite skillful in his use of the English and Spanish languages in both spoken and written forms.  He has a mature and gentle tone of voice that communicates volumes about his personality.  He is a cheerful, humorous and outgoing person, leading people to like him and enjoy working with him.  Charlie loves interacting with people and he is one of the most diligent and honest people you could hope to know.  He relates well to many different types of people.  He also carries responsibility well and takes his projects extremely seriously, working carefully and with attention to detail.  He is forward looking in attaining his long-term goals and is a natural leader who helps bring others together to make such amazing group events happen.

By now it should be abundantly clear that Charlie is an exceptional person and will become an outstanding social worker.  He stands out among his peers as a very serious and honest person who used his years at the university very effectively.  He loves challenges and wants to gain ever-increasing numbers of skills as the years pass.  Charlie is both a serious worker and a cheerful, well-adjusted person with whom it is a pleasure to interact. Charlie earns my highest recommendation.  If I can be of any further help to you, please do not hesitate to phone me at (805) 967-4995.

Sincerely,

John D. Baldwin, Ph.D.
Professor

e-mail: baldwin@soc.ucsb.edu


January 13, 2012
Charlie, 

Nice to hear from you again. I put your application in the US Mail on Saturday, so there should be no problem in having it reach the school by Jan 18. 

I am mailing this through the UCSB post office, so it will not leave campus until Tuesday afternoon. Hence it will arrive at your house AFTER the application reaches CSULB. 

How are you doing? I look forward to talking with you when you get up to Santa Barbara sometime in the future. My office hours are just the same as usual: MWF from 3:00 to 6:30 in SSMS 3014. 
All my best, 
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