







April 23, 2012
Re: Meghan Thompson

Dear Madam/Sir: 

It is a pleasure to write in behalf of Meghan Thompson’s application for scholarship support. I have known Meghan for about eight years, and I am very impressed with her as a student and a person. Meghan has excelled in her undergraduate work and graduated at the top of her class. She is deeply motivated to make advances in the study and treatment of autism and other behavioral problems, having already done much work in those areas. She has studied a broad range of psychology, graduating with a minor in education and applied psychology. She deserves scholarship support and will use the funds wisely to advance her education and career. 
As an undergraduate at UCSB, Meghan was selected to be a member of the Psi Chi Honors Society in Psychology and was on the Dean’s Honors List. She is a member of Cure Autism Now (the Autism Society) and has worked as a research assistant in the Koegel Autism Center (2006-2008). She has also done research in the UCSB Cognitive and Developmental Lab (in the Psychology Department), collecting experimental data with Drs. Neihaus, German and Barrett. 

I first met Meghan when she earned an outstanding grade in Soc 152A (the Sociology of Human Sexuality) during her freshman year. Next I invited her to be in the small honors class (Soc 152B) that I offered the following quarter for the best 17 students from the large 152A class (which has around 600 students each quarter of the year). In the small class I came to know Meghan quite well. She always made intelligent and thoughtful contributions, and she was one of the leaders of many important discussions. Meghan has very high standards for her own work and a great eye for detail. It is a pleasure to work with her and you will always find her work to be of the highest quality.

It is from my small, 152B honors class that I select students who will be on my team of twelve graders who grade the tests in my large 152A course. Many students want this job, but few can attain it. Meghan quickly fit into the team and became one of its central members for the next three years of her undergraduate career. She always did an outstanding job as a grader and she helped many new members of the team learn how the job is done. Because she was always reliable and responsible in her work—one of those people who I can always trust to make everything work well—I selected her to be Head Grader for the 2007-2008 school year; and she did a beautiful job in that position. She was responsible for making the whole grader teamwork well. I also selected her to be a Course Assistant for the same academic year; and she lead two study sessions before the three midterms and final exam in fall, winter and spring quarters. Both of her leadership jobs were very demanding and she did an excellent job at both. 

Meghan is a natural leader, with a wonderful sense of humor that everyone enjoys. She has outstanding communication skills: She speaks clearly and dynamically, capturing her audience’s attention by the clarity of the direction in which she takes her communications. She is creative in solving problems and helping people work together cooperatively. She is exceptionally well organized and makes sure that her work and the work of others are done professionally, carefully, and with attention to detail. She is well liked by her fellow students—and by the other faculty with whom she works. Meghan is one of the most hard-working, honest people you could hope to know. 

Meghan has long been interested in autism and in earning an advanced degree to better understand and help people with it. In fact, her younger brother is autistic and she has helped him a great deal. She has also worked in various positions related to autism. In 2004-2007, she worked as a Childcare Provider and Positive Behavior Support Therapist at the UCSB Koegel Autism Center (at UCSB Department of Education). She has also worked as a Respite Behavioral Therapist at Koegel Center (2004-2005) and a Behavioral Therapist at the Autism Spectrum Therapies Clinic in Costa Mesa, California (in 2005, 2006 and 2007). She has also worked with the parents of children with special needs and very much wants to help those parents with their problems.
In summary, I think Meghan is truly an outstanding person who will make many valuable contributions to in the fields of psychology, autism and children with special needs. Meghan is forward looking, with the ability to plan her time and activities to attain long-term goals. In addition to having a keen mind, she is serious, conscientious, hard working and very responsible. She is both an excellent student and a happy, well-adjusted person with whom it is a pleasure to work. Meghan earns my highest level of recommendation in your considerations for scholarship support. If I can be of any further help to you, please do not hesitate to phone me at (805) 967-4995. 

Sincerely, 

John D. Baldwin

Professor

baldwin@soc.ucsb.edu 

