







September 29, 2008

SOPHAS

P.O. Box 9111

Watertown, MA  02471

Re: Iris Lehman

Dear Madam/Sir: 

It is a pleasure to write in behalf of Iris Lehman’s application for graduate work in Public Health. I have known Iris for about two years, and I am very impressed with her as a student and a person. Iris excelled in her undergraduate work here at University of California Santa Barbara: As an undergraduate, she earned a 3.71 GPA and was on the Dean’s Honor List four times. She is very well prepared for graduate work and will make important contributions to various areas of public health. 

I first met Iris when she earned an outstanding grade in my Soc 152A (the Sociology of Human Sexuality) during her freshman year. Next I invited her to be in the small honors class (Soc 152B) that I offered the following quarter for the best 17 students from the large 152A class (which has 500-600 students each quarter of the year). In the small class I came to know Iris quite well. She always made intelligent and thoughtful contributions, and she was one of the leaders of many important discussions. She has very high standards for her own work and a great eye for detail. It is a pleasure to work with her and you will always find her work to be of the highest quality. She was always reliable and responsible in her work, one of those people who I could always trust to make everything work well. 

Iris is a natural leader, with a wonderful sense of humor that everyone enjoys. She has outstanding communication skills: She speaks clearly and dynamically, capturing her audience’s attention by the clarity of the direction in which she takes her communications. She is creative in solving problems and helping people work together cooperatively. She is a team player who helps others function well in group-projects. She is exceptionally well organized and makes sure that her work and the work of others are done professionally, carefully, and with attention to detail. She is well liked by her fellow students—and by the other faculty with whom she works. Iris is one of the most hard-working, honest people you could hope to know. 

During her undergraduate years, Iris gradually began to take increasingly responsible roles at the UCSB Student Health Service, first working as an Intern for Healthy Eating and Living. She has become convinced about the need for more preventative health interventions and has had a chance to work on such projects as a Health Intern. She loves the work and is eager to move to the next levels in developing her skills in this area. Iris is especially interested in doing cross cultural work in the United States and abroad, with attention to family planning and the empowerment of women to make wise decisions. She has already developed many of the skills and much of the knowledge base needed to do this, and I am certain that she will be one of your best students. She is highly motivated and completely dedicated to the goal of not only diagnosing and treating illness, but also emphasizing prevention of illness and the promotion of health. 

In summary, I think Iris is truly an outstanding person who will make many valuable contributions to public health. She is forward looking, with the ability to plan her time and activities to attain long-term goals. In addition to having a keen mind, she is serious, conscientious, hard working and very responsible. She is both an excellent student and a happy, well-adjusted person with whom it is a pleasure to work. Iris earns my highest level of recommendation. If I can be of any further help to you, please do not hesitate to phone me at (805) 967-4995. 

Sincerely, 

John D. Baldwin

Professor

baldwin@soc.ucsb.edu

