







November 19, 2007

Teach For America
Re: Darcel Elliott

Dear Madam/Sir:

It is a pleasure to write in behalf of Darcel Elliott’s application for a position in Teach for America. I have known Darcel for about two years, and I can assure you that Darcel is one of the most dedicated and intelligent people I have met. She has very high standards for her own work, will be a great teacher, and will improve the lives of many students. It is a pleasure to work with her and you will always find her work to be the highest quality. 

Because Darcel did outstanding work in my Soc 142, I hired her to be a grader for that class in summer and fall quarters of 2006. Darcel was an obvious choice. She did an excellent job in both quarters, and I have asked to grade again in summer and fall of 2007. In my frequent interactions with her, I have come to know Darcel quite well. I am constantly impressed by her intelligent and responsible work habits. 

Darcel has been working as a Front End Manager at Albertson’s Grocery Store for four months, after having been promoted from Clerk and Cashier jobs. She works long shifts at all hours of the day, and still has time to do very well in her studies. She carries a great deal of responsibility and is entrusted with a safe that contains $30,000 daily. She interacts well with customers, the staff and managers. All this tells me that she is very mature and can handle important jobs, such as the ones you oversee. 

Darcel has a lovely sense of humor that everyone enjoys. She is a team player who can help others function well in group-projects. She is exceptionally well organized and makes sure that that her work is done professionally, carefully, and with attention to detail. Darcel is one of the most hard-working and honest people you could hope to know. She carries responsibility well and is one of the most trustworthy people I have met. Darcel is an intelligent and thoughtful person who uses her skills to help others in any way she can. She has wanted to be a teacher for a long time and she is highly motivated to do an outstanding job. 
Darcel stands out among her peers as a very serious student who used her years at UCSB effectively, taking a broad range of classes in preparation for a professional future. She will be able to help her students see the wonderful opportunities that education can offer them. She loves challenges and looks forward to working at any of a variety of jobs because she wants to gain increasing numbers of skills as the years pass. 

Darcel is an outstanding person. In addition to having a keen mind, she is serious, conscientious, hard working and dedicated to helping others. She can manage complex tasks very well. She is both an excellent student and a happy, well-adjusted person with whom it is a pleasure to work. She is thoughtful, articulate and an effective leader. I give Darcel my highest recommendation. If I can be of any further help to you, please do not hesitate to phone me at (805) 967-4995. 

Sincerely, 

John D. Baldwin

Professor

baldwin@soc.ucsb.edu 

