Mitch, 

NEW PROJECTS

1) Please move the palm tree that is in the big pot on the east side of the front porch (the right side when facing the house). This tree needs pampering, so take it to the other side of the house and place it under the overhang, in the shade. Give it regular water and a little fertilizer each week. Trim off the dead stuff, along with the flowers in order to minimize the energy it uses in trying to reproduce. Let’s see if we can help it revive by taking it out of the really hot, sunny spot in which it is currently located. 

2) We told the LA Times and the Post Office to stop delivery on the paper and the mail, but if they do not stop delivering, please bring the paper and mail in and put them inside the house. 

3) We need to synch our summer plans with you. We will be leaving on Aug 2 and returning on Aug 26. We have a person who will come to make sure the watering system goes off each day (twice a week); and we need to know when you will be here and when you will be away. 

Thanks so much for all you do for us. 


There is a vine that grows up the wall along the south side of the driveway. I have marked it in green on the attached map. It tends to grow to high and spread along the top of the wall. I have cut it back in the 6 feet of its range that is behind the 3rd palm tree that you see when you drive in the driveway. 

I would like you to continue trimming this vine along the rest of this wall. Pick up one of the knives I have sharpened for you and left in the red cart that is near the driver’s door of the Honda. Slide the knife under the vines that are growing up on the top of the wall and start peeling them off of the wall. Cut the vines about 4-6 inches from the top of the wall. Try not to rip the lower parts of the vines off the wall as you trim off the top. We like having the bottom of the vines attached to the wall. 

Also pull the vines off of any palm tree that you see hosting this species of vine. It is fine to pull these things out at the (or by the) roots to dissuade them from coming back up the trees. 

In the mean time, keep trimming bushes that are getting too tall. Continue transplanting wild strawberry into the areas along the steep slope that south of our house. Eventually we will have wild strawberries on that entire slope. 

Remember to detail all of the yard on the south side of the house, since we see them as we go in and out of the front door. You have made great progress on the weeds and things are looking great. As you master the south side of the house, focus more on the other 3 sides. 

Thanks so much for all the improvements you are making!

