Professor John Baldwin’s contributions to the University of California Santa Barbara

Self-statement

1)  Research: 
Over the past 48 years, I have conducted research on the social lives of nonhuman primates and people, along with the philosophy of George Herbert Mead, an important founder of sociological thought. 
At present, I devote a great deal of my scholarly research to improving my textbook, Discovering Human Sexuality, which was just published in its third edition. Revising it for its next edition is an ongoing project, since I make major re-workings for each new edition, which is published every three years. Thus, I am basically conducting research all the time in preparation for the next edition. Because the topic of human sexuality is extraordinarily broad, it is an enormous project to stay ahead for each new edition. 
I am also doing ongoing scholarly research to keep my other courses (Socialization and Pragmatism) up-to-date. I love all the topics that I teach and spend countless hours scanning a broad range of sources so that I can keep all my courses at the cutting edge of current knowledge. I conduct frequent questionnaire studies on UCSB students’ relationships in order to update my course on human sexuality so that my students can see how past and present cohorts approach sex and relationships. 
I regularly review articles for journals, keeping track of the directions that young scholars are exploring in various fields. 

2)  Teaching
I take great pride in my teaching and hone each lecture to a high level of precision. I refine details of each lecture before giving it so that it unfolds in the classroom with fluidity and fun—dropping in serious points with a tone of voice and style that makes those sections clearly stand out from the rest of the lecture. 
I use Power Point primarily to sow pictures that illustrate my lecture points, rather than following the common PowerPoint strategy of teaching with bulleted points or sentences. This is especially true in Socialization and Pragmatism, which I teach in Buchanan 1940 because it has black boards circling around the front stage and the two side walls left and right of the main boards in the front of the room. This allows me to show the logic of each lecture as it emerges on several boards. This causes me to move quickly around the room from one part of the boards to others when showing how a current lecture point ties in with other points made earlier. This creates an active and dynamic visual experience for the students, combined with a large range of voice variations that underscore my main points. 
I have been working for the last several months on a major revision of my Pragmatism course for spring, 2016. I have found a new core book that is vastly superior to a book that I had been using: The new book will give the course a fresh and up-to-date take on the topic. It is by a New York Times bestselling author, so I know the students will love the writing and the ideas contained in the book.   
In my course on human sexuality, I co-teach with my wife (Janice Baldwin). Ever since we moved to teach in Campbell Hall (due to a high demand for the class) we have learned to use dual projection slides: At first we used 35-mm slides and later switched to dual projection Power Point images. This allows us to mix pictures and short text summaries, which can bounce back and forth in relatively quick succession. The first idea appears as a slide on the left half of the stage, then on the right side to illustrate the idea. We alternate among about 110-120 slides each 50-minute lecture. I have designed each lecture to have quite unpredictable (thus surprising) mixes of brief text, graphs, pictures of people, cartoons and images of other things. The students love the highly varied images and the explanations that we give relevant to each new topic. 
I have not taken any sabbatical leaves since 1990, and I took very few before then. This has given me many hours in the classroom and in preparation for each lecture. I look back on those many hours as opportunities to learn masterful means of presenting lectures. Students tell me that they have rarely ever seen the varied style of class presentation that I have developed and they give my courses high teaching evaluations. 
My goal is to help the students get excited about ideas and fall in love with learning, and I have discovered that the best way to do that is by showing them how much I love those ideas myself. Doing this requires altering between emotion impacting activities many times during each lecture, mixing moments of being excited with moments of being serious, passionate, caring—pausing to word key ideas slowly and dramatically—and much more.  
I typically hold four to eight hours of Office Hours each week and I remind students of the value of coming into my office to interact. This helps me know my students quite well, tracing how their interests and issues change over the years. This helps me stay current with the students who take my classes. When they make suggestions about ways to alter my classes I take their views very seriously and constantly ponder ways to improve my lectures. 
Each quarter I invite selected groups of students to my house for a party and stimulating conversation. The students are the best scholars in my Soc 142, 185P and 152A-B-C courses (Socialization, Pragmatism and Sexuality). I invite a successful professional to come and engage my students in spontaneous exchanges of ideas. These conversations stimulate my students’ minds and help me stay closely involved with the students and their ways of thinking.   

3)  Community Service
I give quite a few talks to various groups on campus, in Santa Barbara and other communities. Since I have mastered many styles of lecturing and presenting ideas on boards, easels and Power Point slides, I have given a large number of public talks that seem to be well received. 
My wife and I were invited to give “The Last Lecture” in Isla Vista Theater (on January 31, 2013). The first “Last Lecture” was given on another campus by a professor who was dying. He was asked to share his life’s wisdom before he died. Students at UCSB asked my wife and me to give a similar “life-wisdom” lecture decades before we would pass. Students waited in long lines and hundreds had to be turned away from the hall because three times more students wanted to attend the lecture than could be admitted into Isla Vista theater. We poured our hearts out about the greatest wisdom we have learned in the 46 years we had shared together. 
The staff that organizes Parent’s Weekend regularly invites my wife and me to give a speech called “Sex as a Matter of Course at UCSB.” The title derives from an article the LA Times wrote about us and our course a few years ago, and we share data we have about the nature of sex and relationships on college campuses, especially UCSB. The information is based on many questionnaire studies we have done on our campus and on studies from campuses all around the nation. 
In April of 2015, we were invited to give a lecture to the UCSB Sociology Faculty Panel and Luncheon, at the 60 Year Celebration of our department’s founding. We shared our perceptions of UCSB and the Department of Sociology over the 48 years we have been here, as researchers and teachers. 

4)  Other Service
At UCSB I have contributed to four interdisciplinary fields: sociology, psychology, primatology, mammalogy. Ever since I was a young man, I thought that interdisciplinary studies and research were important. As an undergraduate at the Johns Hopkins University I focused on physics, chemistry, mathematics, biology and German literature. I began my work at UCSB studying primates in Central and South America. I gradually shifted to focus on humans, intimate relationships, creativity and various relevant societal issues. I turned next to philosophy and mastered the extensive work of George Herbert Mead, a social philosopher at the University of Chicago, who was a major leader of several disciplines in Sociology. I have written two books and several articles on Mead, and one of my Mead books serves as the foundation of my course on Pragmatism. 
I look forward to more of teaching, revising my textbook and using questionnaire research to trace the behavioral patterns of UCSB students. These data are useful for the doctors and staff of the Student Health Service on campus, as the track patterns of sexually transmitted infections and ways to keep the students free of infections and diseases. The data are also of interest to the students in my courses, helping them separate facts from rumors about sex and relationships at UCSB. I have not yet decided what my next research project will be besides the sexuality text and questionnaire studies I conduct on campus. 
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