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2007: Dr. John Baldwin’s Teaching

Teaching Evaluations.



Bob, This is the information I presented in 2007

You can use this formatting for the 2008 data. 

Dr. Baldwin’s self-assessment of his teaching effectiveness is as follows: “I strive to show the students the excitement of the ideas that I love, hoping that as many of them as possible may fall in love with ideas. For forty years, I have been tinkering with my courses, year by year, to add new and exciting information, while deleting topics that prove to be less relevant to the exciting core ideas. This has led to a gradual polishing of all my courses. I have found that visuals are powerful teaching tools, and I have collected thousands of images that illustrate the ideas I share with my students. I spend a minimum of six hours per week in office hours, dialoging with my students, with one goal being to discover the things they are most eager to learn in life. If I can build that information into my classes, I do; but I always spend the time to help each student, even if I cannot use the interaction to improve my courses.” 

The teaching evaluations Dr. Baldwin has obtained in recent years indicate that he is continuing to teach at levels that the students appreciate a great deal. Table I summarizes his teaching evaluations for the five classes he has been teaching regularly in recent years, using data from 2006 and 2007. 

Table I: Dr. Baldwin’s 2006-07 teaching evaluations on three basic questions. 

Question A reads: “Please rate the overall quality of the instructor’s teaching.”

Question B reads: “Please rate the overall quality of the course, including its material or content, independent of the instructor’s teaching.”

The question about “teaching effectiveness” reads: “Taking both content and presentation into consideration, how would you rate your instructor’s all-around teaching effectiveness?”

The student responses are presented on a scale where 1.0 is the highest possible score and 5.0 is the worst possible score. The average scores for the campus faculty are presented first, to provide a comparison point. 






Qu A
Qu B
“teaching effectiveness”
Average scores for the campus faculty
1.9
1.9

1.8

Dr. Baldwin’s mean scores are presented next: 






Qu A
Qu B
“teaching effectiveness”
Soc 185P: Pragmatism, winter 2007:
1.2
1.4

1.1

Soc 142: Socialization, fall 2006
1.3
1.5

1.3

Soc 152A: Human Sexuality, fall 2006 
1.4
1.6

1.5*

Soc 152B: Sexuality Seminar, fall 2006
1.0
1.0

1.0

Soc 152C: Web Class, fall, 2006:
1.1
1.0

1.1

*It is interesting to compare Dr. Baldwin’s large lecture class in Campbell Hall (Soc 152A), which is so famous on campus, with his other courses.

Appendix I presents narrative comments from Dr. Baldwin’s students, revealing their perceptions of his talents in the classroom.


Appendix I: The following are student comments about out Dr. Baldwin’s courses, revealing the students’ perceptions of Dr. Baldwin’s capabilities in the classroom.

Pragmatism, winter 2007: 

“Lectures were the most enjoyable because of how Dr. Baldwin provided excellent examples relating to today’s society and the future.” 

“One of the best classes I have taken at UCSB. The readings were great; topic was interesting. John really seemed to care about teaching and making things interesting.” 

“I loved this class, very inspirational.” 

“Learned a lot. Inspiring teacher.” 

“I felt that John Baldwin should be a model for all teachers and professors everywhere. His energy and preparedness in lecture made it fun and easy to learn.”

“This is my second class with John Baldwin, and I’d recommend him to anyone. I always looked forward to coming to this class.” 

“Great class. Enjoyed having John again as a professor.”

“Good class. Opened my eyes to a lot.” 

“Very positive, uplifting class that is well thought out and presented to the class in a clear lecture.”

“Pragmatism is one that I’ll truly take with me for the rest of my life.”

“I learned so much in this class that I have never thought to consider!” 

“I love Professor Baldwin and his real concern for students. I’m sad this will be myh last class with him! I will remember him after graduation.” 

