These are my new ideas for teaching Science & Humanism
People have tried to make sense of life since the early days. Shibutani showed that people seek to finding meaning. 
Start with prehumans, before science, and say that they must have experienced AWE when thunder and lightening surged for 1-2 hrs, with no science to understand with. The world was filled with mysteries for them. 

-- Still today we see children awed by seeing butterflies, lightening, etc. And we may tell them that it is God bowling!

Then animism helped put spirits (with human qualities) into volcanoes and storms. Sacrifice 1000 goats (with the head man keeping a few for himself??). 

Then unorganized religions. Hundreds or thousands of them, many gone now. 
Then organized religions. The big ones such as RCC, Islam, Hinduism have lasting power. Shintoism died out pretty much. Zoroasterism is pretty much gone, since you have marry someone in the same religion. 
The ancient Greeks tried to make science fit with notions of absolute truth, except for medicine, as George Mead explained….and it should be in the reader. 

Science leads to a new kind of knowledge about stars, cosmos, life, evolution. And this has led to a new kind of humanism (much broader than a concern about us Greeks or us Blakneys). 
Family always gave a sense of meaning, being a Blakney or whatever. The Hattfields and the McCoys show that this can actually lead to feuds and fighting, not just within family bonds. And the book Angela’s Ashes shows the agony and pain of losing ½ of all your kids to illness and death. Shakespeare said life was a “veil of tears” for many. 
Soc 168 dealt with classic themes, or eternal themes of humanity. Many students found it more valuable than a drug class. Go beyond all the old religion/ RCC/ guilt/ shame to “Live each day now. Each day is precious, not to be wasted.” Honesty is one of the most valuable of the 4 virtues: Humbition, Love, Courage and Honesty. 


READINGS: Marvin Harris, Easterly, D’Susa, Xeroxes of relevant chapters from my Mead book, etc. Use some of the old 185P, such as the Aztec pictures, without being a slave to the 185P structure. Skip many of the MH chapters, though they can be on tests. Mead on Greek science. Easterly book at 4550? 
End the class with 2-3 lectures on modern male and female relationships, post-industrial society, the WES, gradual decline of wars and violence, sustainability … all as an extension of the 13,000 years shown in MH. Skip Hindu religion, Lamb of mercy, etc. 




