Soc 142A, Honors Seminar on Socialization
John’s Office Hours:  M, W, F, noon-12:40, and

3:00-5:00 (or by appointment)

SSMS 3014 (near AS Bike Shop)

e-mail: baldwin@soc.ucsb.edu

phone (805) 967-4995


Soc 142A is a discussion class. No one lectures. You read some books and several articles, then discuss each of these, a few pages at a time so we can ponder and discuss important points thoroughly. You do not have to disclose anything about yourself or your past—though some students will do that. 


CONFIDENTIALITY: Because personal things are sometimes revealed in this class, you should keep all the information private. Although you may be tempted to tell a roommate that “Someone in my class did . . . (whatever),” please never tell anyone that person’s name, identifying traits, or point them out on campus. 



TOLERANCE: You may discover that some students have opinions, values or religious sbeliefs that are not the same as yours. Please be open-minded, listen to their views and respect their rights to have different views. Sometimes the greatest learning occurs when we listen to people with quite different opinions and try to see the world from their point of view. 



LISTEN:  Please give students “room” to talk. Soc 142A works best if we all get to talk our fair share of the time, without any one or two individuals dominating. If you tend to talk too much, realize that the class benefits when we get to hear many different stories from various perspectives on life. 



HANGING OUT WITH JOHN:  Drop by John’s office so we can talk and get to know each other better.  Do this at least once during the quarter. 

CLASSROOM PRESENTATIONS.   Each of you will be responsible for asking questions about our readings in hopes of stimulating fascinating class discussions. You will ask the group “leading questions” from readings that are assigned to you. You should be prepared to ask about 20 questions on the day you lead your discussions, in order to keep stimulating conversations rolling (in case we hit a quiet day). Make sure you direct your classmates to the page number in the book on which your question is based before you ask it: “On the top of page 7, what did you think of the second sentence?” (which you should read aloud to the class at that time). 

ONE PAPER.   You will write one 7 page paper, plus a page of references (see below for details). It is due on Monday, May 18. You may select almost any topic related to the course that you wish. (See John when in doubt.) Generally, it is best to pick topics that interest you most. If you want to come to office hours and talk about possible topics before selecting them, please do. John’s office hours are Monday, Wednesday, and Friday at noon-12:45 pm, and 3:00 to 5:00 pm (or by appointment). The library has wonderful computerized search tools that will help you find articles on just about any topic that interests you. (See the librarians if you do not know how to use these powerful search tools.)

REFERENCES.   Your paper must be based on six or more references from recent serious journals or books. Do NOT use textbooks as references: They often cite things that are not up-to-date. Minimize (or completely avoid) the use of popular magazines or web articles, unless the author of your article is a world famous expert. Focus most of your efforts on the serious journals and books found in the UCSB, UCLA, and other scholarly libraries. Use any of the library’s electronic search tools. When looking for great articles, read the abstract and summary first to get an overview of the article, before you invest a lot of time reading the whole think. It would be wise to read quite a few articles before picking the ones you consider most important for your paper. Xerox the best two articles or book chapters that you use for your paper and attach them to your paper when you hand it in. 

THE FIVE-YEAR RULE.   For the references you use in your paper, focus most of your library research on journal articles and books that have been written in the past 5 years (2010-2015). This rule is intended to keep you oriented toward new scientific breakthroughs and new data. Of course, there will be times in which books and articles older than 5 years are still important; so you can violate the 5-year rule from time to time if the source is of special significance. See John if you are in doubt. If you believe that your topic deserves an exemption from the five-year rule, please ask.

METHODOLOGIES.   Be sure to know enough about the methodologies used in your studies that you can evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of each study. For example, if a study had only 10 subjects, you should point out this fact in your paper and note that we might not be able to generalize broadly from it. Be able to describe how the studies were done and the techniques that were used to analyze the data. (You do not have to know how to do the statistics.) 

GRADING.   Your grade will be determined by your attendance and participation in class, along with coming to John’s office (50%), the scores on your test (25%), and the quality of your paper (25%). Active participation helps make a wonderful classroom experience, and it works best when everyone becomes involved in the daily discussions. More than one unexcused absence from class detracts from your grade, as does late arrival to the classroom. (Late entrances distract the class from the ongoing conversations. Email John if you are missing a class because of illness. Please be prompt in coming to class: It reduces the chaos created when people arrive late and chairs have to be scooted around (which is noisy and distracting). 


The people downstairs (below our classroom) work in an office and they hate the noise we make when we move the table and chairs in noisy manners; so let’s respect them and minimize the noise when we move the table and chairs. 


HOW TO WRITE AN “A” or “A+” PAPER

Note:  Your paper will be returned to you immediately if the references are not correctly done or if the Xeroxed articles are not attached.  
To write a top quality paper, present a great deal of interesting material, based on and closely referenced to the recent scientific literature. Use your creativity to present your ideas in ways that seem most important to you. Do not summarize some other course content, thinking that John will accept that as a creative new paper. You will be graded on your writing skills, the passion you show in your topic, and the quality of the articles/books you present. Sloppy writing and failure to proof your work kill your grade!
To be on the safe side, plan on using at least 6 recent references from serious journals and books--not web articles. (More than 6 references is impressive.) The five-year rule focuses you on 2010-2015 references. 

REFERENCES: To figure out acceptable ways to present references in your paper and the references at the end of your paper, use any major textbook as a model. (John will accept most professional styles, as long you are consistent within your paper.) When citing your references in the text of your paper, use the following format: Name, date: page. This can appear in either of two ways:  Smith (2014:6) stated “X, Y, and Z.”   [or]   There is evidence for “X, Y, and Z” (Smith, 2014:6).  This allows the reader to quickly see the author, year and page number of your documentation. Note the position of the periods in the two different formats: They are different. A very common error is for students to write: There is evidence for “X, Y, and Z.” (Smith, 2011:6)  This is wrong because the period belongs at the end of the reference to Smith (p. 6). [It does not go after Z.]  Other common errors are forgetting the comma after the name, such as (Smith 2014:6), or skipping spaces before the parenthesis, such as(Smith, 2001:6).  

Do NOT use textbooks as references. They contain many ideas that have been modified by the textbook authors—based on findings from journals and books that are often written before the recent five years. 

Avoid “black & white” logic (B&W) and “either-or” vocabulary. Almost everything in our world occurs on continua, with a spectrum of many colors between the extremes. Rarely do the extremes alone capture the complexity of real life. Seldom are things “all” one way, or “never” another way. Thus, be careful when you see yourself using words like “all,” “always,” “never,” “none,” and “no” (as in “there are no words for ......”). Almost everything in nature is influenced by multiple variables. It is wise to avoid simplistic either-or logic and B&W theories – avidly searching to understand the complexity of life.

Codes that we use while reading your papers:        

+ or  /

good points

B&W

black and white logic

R  or RR
redundancy

omit

[as with with redundancy]



HOW TO PRESENT YOUR CHAPTER & ARTICLES 
IN AN INTERESTING MANNER
PAY CLOSE ATTENTION TO THIS PAGE.  IF YOU DO NOT DO A GOOD JOB ASKING QUESTIONS, WE ALL MUST LISTEN TO YOU DO A SUMMARY OF THE CHAPTER, WHICH CAN BE BORING.  A STIMULATING CLASS DISCUSSION IS MUCH MORE INTERESTING. 

After reading your chapter, create a list of 20+ interesting questions on a page of paper that you can lay next to your book.  Having a list of 20+ questions will allow you to keep asking questions as you move the class through the chapter. 

Put the text page next to each question, or have a post-em next to each key sentence. 

Make sure you direct your classmates to the page number in the book on which your question is based before you ask it: “On the top of page 7, what did you think of the second sentence?” (which you should read aloud to the class at that time). 

You should start the discussion with the first topics you consider the most interesting parts of the chapter. Then move to the next most interesting topic, following the order of the author’s logic. We want to cover the most exciting material in every chapter, so it is OK to skip less interesting information. 

You can usually do a good job creating a class discussion simply by asking questions. A focused way of asking questions is to create one or two pointed questions in each section of the reading and ask the class to ponder them. The best questions that students have created in the past usually have the following formats. “On page X, in the middle, what did you all think of the authors’ point that wise living is closely tied to A, B and C?” Or: “What is your personal experience with those kinds of things?” ((Remember, no one has to disclose personal experiences that they wish to keep private.)) Such questions help people find the page and topic you are interested in and get them talking. Keep mentioning page numbers as you move through the chapter so other people can follow you. 

Rule “Number One:”

Try to think of questions that will stimulate interesting class discussions. 

Rule “Number Two:”

Have 20 or more questions, and give the page number in class before you ask each question.

Soc 142A reading assignments and test(s)

Test day = May 8, which is a Friday
Monday April 6
The Blind Doctor
first 43 pages

Vivian
4/8


through p 87

Daniel
4/10

through p 134

Gabby
4/13

through p 176

Miguel
4/15

to end of book
4/17
Peaks/Valleys
pp 1-50

4/20

pp 51-101
4/22
Learned Optimism
pp 3-44c
4/24

pp 44c-87b
4/27

pp 87b-131a
4/29

pp 131a-172c
5/1

= holiday

5/4


pp 172c-217b

Maddy
5/6


pp 217b-259a
5/8

= test day
5/11

finish the book
5/13
Rational Optimist
p 1 through p 45d
5/15

45d-89d
5/18

89d-130c
5/20

130c-175c
5/22

175c-217d
5/25
= holiday

5/27

217d-258d
5/29

258d-299d
6/1


299d-341d
6/3


341d-364b
6/5

= last day of class

PAGE  

