
Assigning points

You need to grade in ways that fit our standard scale, that 25 is the lowest A-, 22 is the lowest B-, 18 is the lowest C-. How do you do this? 

Before you start to grade, read 20-30 tests to see how the best students answer their questions and use these best answers to write your KEY. Then give students points based on the following guidelines: 

The top 1/3 of students should get 

5.5 or 6.0 points on their essays

The next 1/3 of students should get 

4.5 or 5.0 points on their essays

The lower 1/3 of students should get 

3.5 or 4.0 points on their essays

If students do not give any accurate info, 

they get 0-1 points. 

A few correct ideas can earn 2 or 3 points. 

Do not give away points to the students who 

are clearly not putting any effort into the class. 


Dear Graders, 

Too few Soc 142 students got an A on the first quiz. Please try to be more generous on the 2nd and 3rd tests. Think of giving 1/3 of the questions A grades, 1/3 of them B grades and 1/3 of them C grades. 

Your goal should be to try to give 1/3 of the 142 students 5.5 or 6.0 points on their answers, 


then 1/3 of the students 4.5 or 5.0 points on their answers 



and 1/3 of them 4.0 points. 

Of course you will have to give out some lower grades to the students who simply do not answer much at all, so we will end up with some D and F grades. 

Thanks, 



john

Possible Grade Scales

for Soc 142 and 185P,

with 135-140 students.

Give 2-3 A+ grades, 

depending on the number of people who fall far above the rest of the class. 

Give a minimum of 35 to 40 A grades, including the plus and minus grades. 

Give a minimum of 45 to 55 B grades, including the plus and minus grades.

The cut point for C- and D should be around 85 or 90. 

Does 87 or 88 work? 

Do not give plus and minus grades for the D and F students. 




Always record the total grades on the last page of the test booklet, so the students’ friends cannot see the total grade at the time when the tests are returned. 

Privacy is important, and UCSB guarantees students that they will have privacy about their grades. We can comply by simply putting the total grade on the top of the last page of each test. 

